CHESS   Sat 24 June 2006                                     
David Ellis  9276 1822  /  openfile@bigpond.com   1

Position and game are from the WA Foundation Day Open.  Ellis - N Tomic – White to play and win (3 moves): 
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Here is the game that toppled WA champion Haydn Barber from the lead in the final round of the Foundation Day Open:


HAYDN  BARBER   -   GORDON  DUNLOP



2006 Foundation Day Tournament, Round 5



Sicilian Closed



 1    e4 

c5  


 2    Nc3  
Nc6



 3    g3 
g6 


 4    Bg2 
Bg7



 5    d3 
d6 


 6    Be3 
e6



 7    Qd2 
Nge7


 8    Bh6
0-0



 9    h4(a)   
Kh8 


10   Bxg7 
Kxg7



11   h5 
Ng8 


12   0-0-0 
Rb8



13   Nf3 
b5 


14   d4(b) 
b4



15   Ne2 
c4 


16   d5 
Ne5



17   Qd4 
Qb6 


18   Nxe5 
dxe5(c) 


19   Qxe5+ 
f6 


20   Qd4 
exd5



21   hxg 
hxg 


22   exd5 
b3



23   Qh4(d) 
Rf7 


24   axb 
cxb



25   Qh7+(e)
Kf8 


26   Qxg6 
bxc



27   Qxc2 
Bf5! 


28   Qd2 
Rc7+


29   Nc3 
Qa5!(f) 

30   Qf4 
Rxc3+



31   Kd2 
Rxb2+ 


32   Ke1 
Rc1+



33   Kf1
Rxd1#(g)
a)  Gary Lane (Winning with the Closed Sicilian) considers this position very advantageous to White.

b)  The opening of the centre would lead to a winning position for White.  However Black avoids the pawn exchange and gets a queenside pawn roller going.

c)   If 18…Qxd4  19 Nxd4, dxe5  20 Nc6 also wins a pawn.

d)  Threatens 24 Qh7+ but missing Black’s saving move. The simple queen exchange leaves White with a won position.

e)  Black’s counter attack is now most threatening.  White has no time for winning a second pawn but should play 25 Nf4 when, after 25…Bf5  26 c3, the position is very double-edged.

f)  Much better than the flashy 29…Rxc3+  30 Qxc3, Rc8 which wins the queen but not the king. 

g)  A red-letter day for Gordon who admitted this was his first win in 24 rated games over 25 years with Haydn. 
Results: Foundation Day Open – 1st David Ellis 4/5, =2nd Haydn Barber, Gordon Dunlop 3.5

Perth Open: 1st Stephanus Kurniawan 7/7,  2nd Tom Donaldson (Albany) 5.5,  3rd Marc Vliestra (Kalgoorlie) 5.

The Metro Championships finished last month (54 players):  A Division – 1st Tristan Boyd 10/11,  2nd  Adam Haasse 8,  3rd Andrew Kuklinski 7:  B – 1st Robin Shaw 7.5/10, =2nd M Severin, Nasim Khan;  C – 1st Dougal McLean 7/10,  2nd Mel Lintern 6.5,  3rd Bob Pilgrim 6:  D – =1st Blair Slack-Smith,  Paul Taylor 7.5/9,  =3rd Gerald Sainsbury, Matthew Arnold 5.  E – =1st Jon Prunty, Shyam Balaji 7.5/9, 3rd Evan Yeung 6.
67 juniors played in the Foundation Day Junior Grand Prix tournament.
The WA  CHAMPIONSHIP  will be held on 9 successive Sundays commencing 2nd July.  Enquiries Norbert Muller 9409 9579.   

SOLUTION:  1 Rxg4! hxg4  2 d7 / 3 d8=Q

