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Black to play & win:  E. Sevillano – A Wojkiewicz  (June 2006)
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OBITUARY:  GM Aleksander Wojtkiewicz  died on 14 July 2006 from cancer and liver problems at the age of 43.  Although Wojtkiewicz may not a very familiar (nor pronounceable) name, he was one of the world’s most active GMs.  He was first in this year’s US Open as well as joint winner in the most recent World Open.  In fact, despite increasing health problems, he was winner in the last five tournaments he competed in. 
 Wojtiewicz was born in Latvia but Polish by nationality.  He showed great promise as a teenager, becoming an IM at 15. A member of a Latvian human rights movement, Wojtkiewicz refused to enlist in the Soviet army.  Five years as a draft dodger followed by two years’ imprisonment after surrendering to authorities set back his chess career considerably.  Upon release he moved to Poland and later to USA.   
 Wojtkiewicz was renowned for his charming personality as well as his wild life style.  ‘He was passionate, emotional, defiant, deeply gifted, cultured and sometimes crude and uncouth.  He loved, he hated, he raged, he loved life like it was going out of style. …. He was a ball of heavenly hell-fire and his light went out too soon.’ (An eloquent tribute from his girlfriend Amber Berglund)
 Here is one of his best games: *



A  WOLJTKIEWICZ   -   D  FILIPOVICH



World Open 2001



Queens Gambit, Slav Defence



 1    Nf3 
d5 


 2    d4  
Nf6



 3    c4  
c6 


 4    Qc2 
g6



 5    Bf4  
Na6 


 6    e3  
Bf5


 7    Qb3
Nb4(a) 
 
 8    Qxb4 
e5



 9    Qxb7
Rb8 


10   Qxc6+ 
Bd7 



11   Qxf6!(b)
Qxf6 


12   Bxe5 
Qb6



13   b3  
Bb4+ 


14   Nbd2 
0-0



15   Bxb8 
Rxb8(c) 

16   Bd3 
Bg4(d)


17   0-0 
Qa5 


18   Ne5! 
Bxd2



19   Nxg4 
Bc3 


20   Rad1 
Qxa2



21   Nf6+ 
Kg7 


22   Nxd5 
Qxb3



23   Nxc3(e) 
Qxc3 


24   c5(f)  
a5



25   Be4  
a4  


26   Rc1 
Qa5



27   c6  
a3 


28   d5  
Qc7



29   Rfd1 
Qd6 


30   c7  
Rc8



31   Rc6  
Qe5 


32   d6!  
a2



33   Rcc1 
Qxe4  


34   d7  
Rxc7



35   d8=Q
resigns

a)  A wild move leading to intense complications.

b)  White could play 11 Qa6 but Black gets some positional compensation for his pawns.

c)  White is ahead materially but must play carefully against Black’s active pieces.
d)  16…Qa5 can be met by 17 Ke2 (17…Bg4  18 Rhd1, Bxd2 – or 18…Bxf3+ first – 19 Rxd2, Rxb3  20 axb3, Qxa1 21 c5).

e)  23 Rb1, Bb2  24 Rfd1 is also good.

f)  Material is balanced but the united passed pawns will secure victory.

*  I was provided with this game by Mike Partis via Rob and Natalie Maris.   Mike saw the game browsing the excellent web site www.chessgames.com .

SOLUTION:  1…Rd2!  White played 2 Qc8+ and after 2…Kh7 resigned in view of the threats 3…Rxg2+ and 3…h4. If 2 Qxd2, Nh3+ wins the queen.
