CHESS    Sat 9 Sept 2006 

        David Ellis  92761822  /  openfile@bigpond.com   2

White is winning comfortably but Black seems to have some counter play (de Labourdonnais 1883).  However all White’s pieces combine in a sacrificial mating combination (4 moves):
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The ladies at the West were certainly on the ball last week.  Firstly Christine Walsh from Features picked up an incorrect name from my report on the British Championship and then on Friday 1st September Gene Stephan in Extra Time on the sports pages reminded us that 24 years to the day Bobby Fischer became world champion on the telephone resignation of Boris Spassky after the adjournment of their 21st game.  I feel almost obliged to publish a game by a female player and have selected a game by Ketevan Arakhamia-Grant who achieved the best ever result by a British female in coming second in the British Championship with 8/11, only a half point behind Jonathan Rowson.  While Rowson won his last four games, Arakhamia-Grant had almost as strong a finish, scoring 4.5 in her last 5 games.  Here is a game which gives some idea of her considerable ability:



K  ARAKHAMIA-GRANT    -    M  SHEPHERD



1999 Aberdeen Open



Sicilian: Richter-Rauzer Attack



 1    e4  
c5  


 2    Nf3 
Nc6



 3    d4  
cxd 


 4    Nxd4 
Nf6



 5    Nc3 
d6 


 6    Bg5 
e6



 7    Qd2 
a6 


 8    0-0-0 
Bd7



 9    f3  
Be7 


10   h4  
b5



11   Nxc6  
Bxc6 


12   Bd3 
b4



13   Ne2 
Qb6 


14   g4  
Rb8



15   Be3(a)  
Qc7  


16   Kb1 
a5



17   Nd4 
a4 


18   g5  
Nd7



19   h5  
Nc5 


20   g6!(b)  
Bf6



21   Bc4  
b3(c)  


22   axb  
axb



23   Nxb3  
Nxe4!?(d)  

24   fxe4  
Bxe4



25   gxf+ 
Kxf7 


26   Bd3 
Bxh1



27   Rxh1 
Qc6 


28   Rf1 
Ra8



29   Bd4  
Qa4 


30   Qg2(e)  
Rhb8(f)


31   Bxf6 
gxf6 


32   h6!  
Rxb3 


33   Rxf6+!
Ke8(g)   

34   Qg8+ 
Kd7



35   Qxe6+ 
Kc7 


36   Qxd6+ 
Kb7



37   Rf7+ 
resigns

a)  Withdrawing the bishop with gain of tempo to facilitate a kingside pawn storm.

b)  Leaving the king in the centre proves no safer than castling.

c)  A thematic pawn sacrifice to open the a file.

d)  An imaginative sacrifice which leads to roughly equal material (N & B v R & p).

e)  Not 30 Bxf6? Qa2+  31 Kc1, Qa1+! 

f)  Threatening 31…Rxb3.

g)  33…Kxf6  34 Qg7#.  Black could now resign.

WA LIGHTNING CHAMPIONSHIP (5 mins per player, 11 rounds) will be held at Legacy House, Mill Point Rd., S Perth on Sunday 24 September 1-5pm. Prize Giving (including WA Championship prizes) will be presented upon conclusion of the final round, to be followed at 6pm by an Extraordinary General Meeting of CAWA to discuss the draft of a new constitution.

The Maccabi Chess Club is holding a match between generations, Adult v Child, on Monday 13 September from 6.15 – 8 pm at the clubhouse, the Gordon Bloomfield Hall (by soccer fields), Woodrow Ave., Yokine.  Parents with children or individual adults and juniors are all welcome.
Games limited to one hour.  Should be a fun evening and I predict the juniors will just get over the line.  Enquiries Steven Pearson at sp001dug@hot mail.com.

SOLUTION:  two brilliant deflection sacrifices gain a speedy mate - 1 Ne6+, Ke1  2 Qd8+!! Bxd8  3 Rf8+! Rxf8  4 Ng7#

