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In my selection of Savielly Grigorievich Tatakower (1887-1956) in my alphabet series I am fulfilling a promise to a reader who questioned previous statements I had made about this most enigmatic player concerning his nationality.  A raconteur, poet, wit and writer, as well as one of the leaders of the Hyper-Modern movement in chess, Tartakower is best remembered for his many fine books as well as his witticisms such as ‘all chess players should have a hobby’ and ‘it is always better to sacrifice your opponent’s pieces’.  His amazing life is certainly filled with paradoxes.  He was born in Rostov-on-Don of Austro-Polish Jewish parents (his parents were killed in an anti-Jewish pogrom in 1911 despite converting to Christianity and having their children baptised). Aged 12, Tartakower moved from Russia to Vienna where he later graduated in law and gained an interest in chess.  After his first major first place, Nuremburg 1906, he became recognised as one of the world’s leading players. In World War I he was drafted into the Austrian-Hungarian army and was wounded on the Russian front.  He settled in Paris but accepted Polish nationality when Poland gained independence after the war even though he didn’t speak Polish.  More next week.

Here is a game where Tartakower comes off second best: Reti – Tartakower 1910: 1 e4, c6  2 d4, d5  3 Nc3, dxe  4 Nxe4, Nf6  5 Qd3, e5  6 dxe, Qa5+  7 Bd2, Qxe5  8 0-0-0! Nxe4?  how does White now mate in three moves?
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And now a game against Karl Schlechter, who in his World Championship match against Emanuel Lasker led by a point before losing the 10th and final game:


S. TARTAKOWER   -   K. SCHLECHTER



St Petersburg 1909



Kings Gambit Declined: Classical Variation



 1    e4  
e5 


 2    f4  
Bc5



 3    Nf3 
d6 


 4    fxe 
dxe



 5    c3   
Nf6


 6    Nxe5  
0-0



 7    d4  
Bd6 


 8    Bd3 
Re8


 9    Nf3  
Nxe4 


10   0-0  
h6?(a)


11   Nbd2 
Nf6 


12   Nc4 
c5



13   Nfe5 
cxd 


14   Nxf7! 
Kxf7



15   Qh5+ 
Kg8 


16   Rxf6! 
Re1+(b)


17   Rf1 
Rxf1+ 


18   Bxf1 
Bf8



19   Bxh6! 
Qf6(c) 


20   Bg5 
Qf5



21   Nd6! 
Bxd6 


22   Bc4+ 
Be6



23   Rf1 
Qxf1+(d) 

24   Bxf1 
Nd7



25   Bd3 
Nf8 


26   cxd 
Bf7



27   Qf3 
Ne6 


28   Be3 
Rb8



29   g4 
g5 


30   Qf6 
Bf8



31   Bh7+ 
Kxh7 


32   Qxf7+ 
Ng7



33   Bxg5 
resigns

a) Weakening the kingside.  It seems Black was worried by 11 Bxe4, Rxe4  12 Ng5, Re7  13 Qh5, h6  14 Nxf7 but this is countered by 14…Qe8 (15 Nxh6+, gxh6  16 Qxe8+, Rxe8  17 Bh6). 
b)  16…gxf6  17 Qg6+, Kf8  18 Bxh6+, Ke7  19 Re1+, Kd7  20 Bf5+ wins.
c) 19…gxh6  20 Qg6+, Bg7  21 Re1, Bd7  22 Nd6, b5  23 Bd3 (threat 24 Rf1 25 Qh7#) 23…Qf6   24 Qh7+, Kf8  25 Rf1.
d) If 23…Qe4  24 Qe8+, Kh7  25 Bxe6 wins quickly or 23…Qe5  24 Qe8+, Kh7  25 Bd3+.

Get along tomorrow for the WA  LIGHTNING  CHAMPIONSHIP (11 round, 5 mins per player) will be held at Legacy House, Mill Point Rd., South Perth, on Sunday 24 September, 1-5pm.  The prize-giving (including WA Championship prizes) will be at the conclusion of the final round followed at 6pm by an extraordinary meeting of CAWA to discuss the draft of the new constitution

SOLUTION: 9 Qd8+!! resigns (9…Kxd8  10 Bg5+, Kc7  11 Bd8# or 10…Ke8  11 Re8#).


