CHESS   Saturday 30 September 2006                                     David Ellis  0417276533                        1

SAVIELLY  GRIGORIEVICH  TARTAKOWER  (1887-1956) Part II
‘Tactics is knowing what to do when there is something to do.  Strategy is knowing what to do when there is nothing to do.’

‘Only the strong player knows how weakly he plays.’

‘I make mistakes, therefore I am.’  (Tartakower witticisms)

Tartakower – E Steiner (1921): can you find White’s next move and then the continuation (4 moves)?
[image: image1.png]/;///z%
T




 557

After World War I Tartakower resumed his very successful chess career, including participation in the great New York tournament of 1924. It was here he played 1 b4 against Alekhine, calling it the Orangutan Opening, claiming he had decided on the move after consultation with an inmate at the local  zoo.  Tartakower’s acceptance of Polish nationality enabled him to represent Poland in 6 Olympiads, gaining both an individual and team gold medal.  He was one of the main organisers of the 1935 Warsaw Olympiad and was Polish champion in 1935 and1937.  He was playing in the Buenos Aires Olympiad at the outbreak of World War II.  He returned to France shortly after the surrender and joined the Free French army of de Gaulle.  After the Soviet takeover of Poland he took French citizenship and represented France in the 1950 Olympiad.  An inveterate gambler, he had to work very hard writing articles and books to remain solvent.  This almost certainly resulted in a rapidly deterioration in the standard of his play and he died in near poverty in Paris in 1956.  His extensive writings include 500 Games of Master Chess, The Hypermodern Game of Chess, Modern Chess Strategy, My Best Games, Vols 1 & 2.   I shall leave his most famous game until next week but here is one of his sparkling miniatures. His opponent, Geza Maroczy, was one of the leading players of his generation with an outstanding tournament record.


G. MAROCZY   -   S. TARTAKOWER



Vienna 1919



Scotch Game



 1    e4  
e5 


 2    Nf3  
Nc6



 3    d4  
exd 


 4    Nxd4 
Nf6



 5    Nxc6 
bxc6 


 6    Nd2 
Bc5



 7    Bd3 
0-0 


 8    0-0 
d5



 9    Qf3 
Ng4 


10   h3(a)  
Ne5



11   Qe2 
Re8 


12   exd 
cxd



13   Nb3 
Bd6 


14   f4  
Nxd3



15   Qxd3 
a5! 


16   Qxd5 
Ba6



17   c4  
a4 


18   Nc5(b) 
c6!



19   Qxc6 
Rc8 


20   Qxa6 
Bxc5+



21   Kh2 
Qd3 


22   Rf3 
Qd1



23   Qa5 
Rc6 


24   Qd2 
Qg8+



White resigns  
a) If 10 exd, Qd6  11 Qg3, Qxg3  12 hxg3, cxd and Black has a strong centre and superior development.

b) This logical move, hitting the bishop on a6, is refuted by Black’s very fine second pawn sacrifice.

The WA Junior Grand Prix competition continues with the MIDLAND CHRISTIAN BLITZ CHAMPIONSHIP on Monday October 2 (10am – 4pm) at Swan Christian College Gymnasium, Middle Swan (right after Middle Swan Bridge). All juniors are invited and there will be separate age tournaments from Under 10 to Under 18.  Enquiries 9398 4242, 9271 1006, 9274 7338.

SOLUTION: 1 Nxc6! Qd7 (1…Rxe2?  2 Rb8#) 2 Ne5, Bg7 (2…Qd6  3 Qe4+, c6  4 Nxc6!) 3 Qe4+, c6  4 Rb8+! resigns.
