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Here are the last two moves in the World Championship reunification match: Kramnik (White) is a pawn up but progress will be difficult with Black blockading the two isolated passed pawns and able to activate his bishop with …e5, …Bf5/Be6.  However Topolov saw a ‘destroying the guard’ sacrifice and played 1…Rxc5.  What was Kramnik’s reply?
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The final two games of the 12 game match were drawn, leaving the score 6-6.  With the match tied four
Rapid Play games were to be played (25 mins each with 10 second increments per move) and if the score remained tied there would be two Blitz (5 min + 10 sec)) games.  If these failed to find a winner, a final Blitz game would be played with Black having 5 minutes to White’s 6 minutes but needing only to draw to win the match. All four Rapid Play games were needed with the first drawn, Kramnik winning the second, Topolov the third and Kramnik the fourth after Topolov’s final blunder (see diagram 561).  The finish in a way summed up the match, a fire v ice confrontation with the brilliant but fallible Topolov facing the calculating accuracy of Kramnik.  The third of the Rapid Play games showed Topolov at his best with a superbly played attack in the limited time available:


Veselin Topolov  -  Vladimir Kramnik



2006 World Championship:  Rapid Play Game 3



Queens Gambit: Slav Defence

 1    d4 
d5 


 2    c4  
c6


 3    Nf3
Nf6 


 4    e3  
Bf5

 5    Nc3 
e6 


 6    Nh4  
Bg6


 7    Be2 
Nbd7 


 8    0-0 
Bd6


 9    g3  
dxc 


10   Bxc4 
Nb6


11   Be2 
0-0 


12   Nxg6 
hxg6


13   e4  
e5 


14   f4  
exd(a)

15   Qxd4 
Qe7 


16   Kg2  
Bc5


17   Qd3 
Rad8 


18   Qc2 
Bd4


19   e5  
Nfd5 


20   Rf3(b) 
Nxc3


21   bxc3 
Bc5 


22   Bd2  
Rd7


23   Re1  
Rfd8 


24   Bd3 
Qe6


25   Bc1  
f5(c)  


26   Qe2 
Kf8


27   Rd1 
Qe7 


28   h4  
Rd5


29   Qc2 
Nc4 


30   Rh1 
Na3(d)

31   Qe2 
Qd7 


32   Rd1 
b5


33   g4! 
fxg 


34   Rg3  
Ke7


35   f5! 
gxf 


36   Bg5+ 
Ke8


37   e6  
Qd6(e) 

38   Bxf5! 
Rxd1


39   Bg6+ 
Kf8 


40   e7+ & wins(f)
a) Not 14…exf?  15 e5.  White will now seek to advance his kingside majority and develop an attack on Black’s king while Black will counter by dominating the open file.

b) As well as being aimed at kingside aggression this move will help restrain Black’s pressure on the open file.

c) Faced with the threat of 26 f5 Black concedes White a protected passed pawn but his attempt to block White’s attack will fail against Topolov’s forceful play.

d) This deprives White’s bishop of key squares but puts the knight badly out of play.

e) Cutting off the bishop’s defence of e7 but Black decides his queen must defend his third rank.  If 37…Qc7  38 e7, R8d6 (38…R8d7  39 Qe6, Bxe7 -  39…Rxe7  40 Qg8+, Kd7  41 Bxf5+ - 40 Qg8+, Bf8  41 Re1+, Re5  42 Rxe5+, Qxe5  43 Re3, Qxe3  44 Bxe3, Rxd3  45 Bc5) 39 Rxg4!! - opening access to h5 for the queen & if 39…fxg4  40 Rf1!   
f) The rest is easy: 40…Qxe7  41 Bxe7+, Bxe7  42 Bd3, Ra1  43 Qb2, Rd1  44 Qe2, Ra1  45 Qxg4, Rxa2+  46 Kh3, Bf6  47 Qe6, Rd2  48 Bg6, R2d7  49 Rf3, b4  50 h5, Black resigns (h6 is threatened and if 50…Re7  51 Rxf6+).

As reported last week Tristan Boyd and Bozidar Mandic tied first in the YANCHEP/TWO ROCKS ALLEGRO (41 competitors) with 8/9.  Other prize winners: 3rd Eugeniy Konovalov 7, =4th Wolfgang Leonhardt, Tony Regan, Marc Vliestra 6: Under 1750 – 1st Andrzej Patron 6, =2nd Robin Shaw, Ned Tomic 5.5: Under 1500 – 1 Sanjay Mukhedkar 6, 2nd Dave O’Shaughnessy 5.5: Under 1200 – =1st Sean Gilleran, John Moritz 4.  Amy Brown (8/9) won the separate Junior section with Bradley Davies (7) second while Craig Williams (7.5) was the top placed novice.
SOLUTION:  After 1…Rxc5?? Topolov was expecting 2 Rxc5+, Kxb6.  Kramnik’s reply 2 Rb7+! immediately forced Black’s resignation.
