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Mamedyarov-Ernst 2006: White’s protected passed pawn is the key to victory and three sacrifices bring 

the game to a conclusion in 6 moves:
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The main event at this year’s Essent Tournament in Netherlands was a 4 player double round-robin involving Veselin Topolov, Judit Polgar, Shakhriyar Mamedyarov and Dutchman Ivan Sokolov, who had recently won the 4th Staunton Memorial in London (one of his games from the event was shown here last week).  When Polgar and Topolov met in the second round two intriguing questions needed to be answered: what effect would Topolov’s failure to win the undisputed world championship match against Vladimir Kramnik have on his play and how rusty would Polgar be after her one year’s absence from the game due to the birth of her second child?  Play through the game and decide for yourself:


JUDIT  POLGAR   -   VESELIN  TOPOLOV



2006 Essent Tournament, Round 2



Sicilian Scheveningen: Keres Attack



1     e4  
c5  


2     Nf3  
d6



3     d4  
cxd 


4     Nxd4 
Nf6



5     Nc3  
a6  


6     Be3  
e6



7     g4  
h6 


8     Bg2  
g5  




9     Qe2
Nbd7 


10   0-0-0 
Ne5


11   h3 
Nfd7 


12   f4  
gxf



13   Bxf4 
b5  


14   Rhf1 
Bb7



15   Qf2!(a) 
Rc8 


16   Nce2 
Bg7



17   Ng3 
Rh7 


18   Nh5 
Bh8



19   Kb1 
Nc5 


20   Bg3(b) 
Nxe4 



21   Bxe4 
Bxe4 


22   Bh4 
Qc7



23   Bf6 
Bg6 


24   Bxh8 
Rxh8(c)


25   Nf6+ 
Kd8 


26   h4  
Qc5


27   h5 
Bh7 


28   Qh4!(d) 
Bxc2+



29   Nxc2 
Qxc2+ 


30   Ka1 
Rc4



31   Ne4+ 
Kc7 


32   Nxd6 
Rf4!(e)


33   Qe7+ 
Kb6 


34   Qb7+ 
Ka5



35   Qa7 
b4  


36   Rfe1 
Nf3



37   Rc1 
Nxe1 


38   Rxc2 
Nxc2+



39   Kb1 
resigns(f)
a)  A subtle move preparing a knight tour from c3 to f6.

b)  White misses 20 Nf5! exf5  21 Bxe5, Bxe5  22 Qxf5 (22…Rh8??  23 Qxf7#).
c)  Not 24…Bxh5?  25 Bxe5, dxe5  26 Nxe6! & wins.
d)  Pursuing her attack confident Black’s invasion of c2 is not dangerous

e)  Not 32…Rc6  33 Qe7+, Kb6  34 Qf6.

f)  Black cannot prevent all of White’s mating threats.

The Essent Tournament finished with Judit Polgar sharing top place with Shakhriyar Mamedyarov (4.5/6). Mamedyarov is, like Kasparov, from Azebaijan and was World Junior Champion in 2003 and 2005.  Topolov could only manage 2.5 (two losses to Polgar and a win and loss to Mamedyarov) while Sokolov had a wretched tournament, gaining only one draw and losing five of his six games.
The WA ALLEGRO  CHAMPIONSHIP (9 rounds, 15 mins each per game) will be held today at Legacy House, Mill Point Rd./Frasers Lane, from 1 - 6.30pm.  Please enrol by 12.30.  Enquiries Haydn Barber 9398 4242.

SOLUTION:  1 h7+! Bxh7  2 Be4! Re6 (the pin will not save Black) 3 Rxh7! Rxe4+  4 Kf2 (now the d1 rook’s access to h1 is unblocked) 4…Kxh7  5 Rh1+, Kg8 (if 5…Kg6  6 g8=Q+) 6 Rh8#.
