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Chess lost one of its greatest figures with the death of David Bronstein on December 5.  This exciting and creative player was responsible for many wonderful games.  Here, in Bronstein-Geller, White shows that Black’s dangerous-looking passed pawns are of no account.  A brilliant move ends the game in 3 moves:
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David Bronstein was born 19.2.24 near Kiev, Ukraine, a child of the Stalin era in the USSR. His Jewish father’s arrest during a purge in 1937 did little to retard Bronstein’s progress and at the age of 15 he was runner up to the redoubtable Isaak Boleslavsky in the Ukraine championship.  After WW II he could be considered the best player in the world after coming first in successive USSR championships in 1948 & 1949 and winning the 1st Interzonal undefeated in 1950 followed by a tie with Boleslavsky in the 1st Candidates to find a challenger to Mikhail Botvinnik.  He won a close play-off in overtime against Boleslavsky 7.5-6.5 and went on to draw the World Championship match with Botvinnik 12-12. Bronstein came back from a point behind to lead 11.5-10.5 with wins in the 21st and 22nd game but lost a tense ending in Game 23 and could make no impression in the drawn 24th game.  Thereafter he was overshadowed by Vassily Smyslov who was to have three hard fought matches against Botvinnik.  Bronstein was never a favourite with the Soviet authorities and in 1976 refused to sign a letter condemning Viktor Korchnoi for his defection.  For this Bronstein was forbidden to travel outside the communist bloc to play.  A charming and modest man, though well aware of his own great ability, Bronstein has left a rich legacy of games, opening theory and literature.  Here is one of his most exciting victories:


David  Bronstein   -   Ljubomir  Ljubojevic



Petropolis 1973



Alekhines Defence: Four Pawn Attack



 1     e4  
Nf6 


 2     e5  
Nd5



 3     d4  
d6 


 4     c4  
Nb6



 5     f4  
dxe  


 6     fxe  
c5



 7     d5  
e6  


 8     Nc3  
exd



 9     cxd  
c4  


10    Nf3(a)  
Bg4



11    Qd4  
Bxf3  


12    gxf3  
Bb4



13    Bxc4  
0-0 


14    Rg1  
g6



15    Bg5(b)  
Qc7  


16    Bb3  
Bc5



17    Qf4  
Bxg1  


18    d6
Qc8(c)  


19    Ke2(d)  
Bc5  


20    Ne4  
N8d7



21    Rc1  
Qc6  


22    Rxc5!(e)  Nxc5



23    Nf6+  
Kh8 


24    Qh4  
Qb5+



25    Ke3  
h5 


26    Nxh5!(f)
a)  10 d6 invites wild complications, eg 10…Nc6  11 Nf3, Bg4  12 Bf4, g5!?  13 Ne4! (13 Bxg5, Qxg5!) 13…gxf4!  14 Nf6+, Qxf6  15 exf6, 0-0-0.

b)  Preparing the ensuing rook sacrifice.

c)  White’s pawn centre together with Black’s black square weakness around his king makes the defence very difficult. Better than the text is 18…Qc5 seeking a counter attack against White’s centralised king – 19 Ne4, Qd4  20 Rd1, Qxb2  21 Nf6+, Kh8  22 Rd2, Qa1+!  23 Bd1 (23 Rd1, Qb2 invites draw by repetition) 23…Be3!  24 Qxe3, Nc4  25 Ng4! (threat 26 Bf6+, Kg8  27 Nh6#) 25…f6  26 Qd4.
d) 0-0-0 is an even better way of activating the a1 rook.

e) Deflecting the knight from defence of f6.

f) White’s attack is overwhelming – 26…gxh5 (spite checks do not help) 27 Qxh5+, Kg8  28 Qg6+, Kh8  29 Bf6#.  With White in extreme time trouble Black fought on with 26…Qxb3+  27 axb3, Nd5  28 Kd4, Ne6+  29 Kxd5, Nxg5  30 Nf6+, Kg7  31 Qxg5, Rfd8  32 e6, fxe+  33 Kxe6, Rf8  34 d7, a5  35 Ng6, Ra6+  36 Ke5, Rf5+  37 Qxf5, gxf5  38 d8=Q, fxg4  39 Qd7+, Kh6  40 Qxb7, Rg6  41 f4, Black resigns.

SOLUTION:  1 Qg6!! fxg6  2 Rxg7+, Kf/h8  3 Ng6#.

