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Question:  What is the longest running International Chess Tournament?

Narayan-Ikonnikov (Hastings 2006/07):  Black to play and win (4 moves):
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The answer to our question is Hastings.  The first International held there was in 1895 and included such greats as world champion Lasker, former champion Steinitz, Schlecter, Blackburne, Tchigorin, Tarrasch.  The surprise winner was the American Harry Pillsbury who died at the young age of 33 in 1906. Hastings became an annual event from the 1920s and, apart from a break during the war years of 1940-44, has been held in various formats (Swiss, Round Robins and Knock-Out) regularly ever since.  Winners have included Rubinstein, Euwe, Maroczy, Tartakover, Alekhine, Capablanca, Flohr, Fine, Keres, Bronstein, Keres, Smyslov, Korchnoi, Botvinnik, Tal, Spassky, Karpov, Larsen.  The main 2006/07 event held was a 9 round Swiss with 96 competitors from 21 different countries and included 12 GMs.  First place was shared between Merab Gagunashvili (Georgia) and Valerij Neveerov (Ukraine).  Perhaps the most exciting game of the event was between Gagunashvi and the UK player Simon Williams who played a brilliant attacking game, only to falter near the end and allow his opponent to escape with a draw:


            S.  WILLIAMS    -    M.  GAGUNASHVILI



                        2006/07 Hastings Premier



                                   Pirc Defence



 1     d4  
d6  


 2     e4  
 Nf6



 3     Nc3
g6  


 4     Be3
 c6



 5     h3  
Bg7 


 6     g4  
 Qa5



 7     Qd2  
e5  


 8     Nge2 
 b5



 9     dxe 
dxe 


10    Bc5  
 Nbd7



11    b4  
Qd8  


12    0-0-0 
 Bf8(a)


13    Bxf8  
Rxf8 


14    Qd6 
 Bb7



15    Ng3  
Qb8(b) 

16    Qd2  
 Qc7



17    g5  
Ng8 


18    h4  
 Ke7(c)


19    h5  
Rfd8 


20    hxg  
 hxg



21    Qe3  
a5  


22    Bh3!  
 Kf8(d)


23    Bxd7 
Rxd7 


24    Qc5+   
 Re7(e)


25    Nf5! 
axb 


26    Rh8  
 gxf5



27    exf 
bxc3 


28    f6  
 Rae8



29    Qxc3!(f) 
e4  


30    Qh3 
 Qf4+



31    Kb1  
Qxg5 


32    Qh7  
 Ra8(g)


33    Rxg8+ 
Qxg8 


34    fxe7+?(h) Kxe7



35    Qxe4+ 
Kf6!(i) 

36    Qf4+ 
 Ke6 



37    Qe4+ 
Kf6 


38    Qf4+
 Ke6



39    Qd6+ 
Kf5 


40    Qc5+ 
 Kf6



41    Qd4+?(j)
a) Exchanging an inactive bishop for an active one but 12…a5, seeking to exploit the weakened White king’s pawn cover, may have been better.

b) 15…h6 would have held up White’s line–opening kingside advance.

c) To activate the king’s rook but again 18…a5.

d) If 22…axb 23 Bxd7, Rxd7 24 Qc5+, Ke6 (24…Ke8  25 Rxd7, Qxd7 – 25…Kxd7  26 Nxb5! cxb5  27 Rd1+ wins – 26 Rh8 wins) 25 f4! exf  26 Nf5!! wins.

e) Forced as 24…Kg7 loses to 25 Rxd7, Qxd7  26 Qxe5+.    

f) Threat  Qh3/h7 to which there is no defence.

g) The threat was 33 Rxg8+! Qxg8  34 Qh6+.

h) Missing the simple win 34 Qxg8+, Kxg8  35 fxe7 when 36 Rd8 wins easily.

i) White had expected 35…Kf8 when he wins with 36 Qb4+, Ke8  37 Qd6. 
j) Another missed win – 41 Rd6+, Kg7  42 Rd3!  The game concluded 41…Kf5  42 Qd3+, Kf6  43 Qf3+, Ke6  44 Qh3+, Kf6  45 Qf3+, Ke6  46 Qe4+ 
 DRAW

SOLUTION: 1…Ng3+!! (a clearance & tempo gaining deflection sacrifice) 2 Qxg3, f4  3 Qf2/e1, Qxh2+!  4 Kxh2, Rh6+.  White played 3 Qh3 but resigned nine moves later. 
