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Australia’s top rated player GM Ian Rogers (White v Igor Goldenberg, Australian Open 2006/07) finishes the game smartly (4 moves):
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The Australian Open Championship held December/January at Mount Buller, Victoria, was won by Australia’s top Under 20 player, IM  Zong-Yuan Zhao, with 9.5/11 (+8, =3).  The next four places were taken by Grandmasters with Ian Rogers second on 9, followed by Darryl Johansen and Mark Bluvstein (Canada) on 8.5 and Dejan Antic (Serbia) 7.5.  WA’s top performer was John Fedec who won his final three games to score 6/11.  Other WA scores: Marc Vliestra and Dennis Holland 5, Richard Lilly 4, Mat Garcia 3, Eduardo Garcia 1.  Vliestra (4.5/6, =4th), Fedec (3.5), Mat Garcia (2) took on the gruelling challenge of two games a day by also competing in the Major.  They were joined by Yita Choong (3.5).  Our local players all performed well in the Australian Lightning Championship which was won by ACT’s top Under 16 player Junta Ikeda with 9.5/11.  Marc Vliestra, with a strong finish (4.5/5) came equal sixth and shared the Under 1750 prize while Yita Choong scored 6, John Fedec 5.5 and Mat Garcia 5.  Here is an exciting win by CAWA President John Fedec in the Open who gained sweet revenge for a loss to his dangerous opponent in the Major:



                 Mosaddeque Ali   -   John  Fedec



               2006/07 Australian Open, Round 10



                     Birds Opening, From Gambit



 1     f4  
e5  


 2     fxe  
d6



 3     Nf6  
dxe  


 4     Nxe5
Bd6



 5     Nf3  
g5 


 6     d4  
g4



 7     Ng5(a)  
f5  


 8     e4  
h6



 9     e5   
Be7  


10    Nh3  
gxh3



11    Qh5+  
Kf8  


12    Bc4  
Rh7



13    Be3  
hxg2  


14    Rg1  
Bh4+



15    Ke2  
Bg5  


16    Bf2 
Nc6



17    c3  
Qe7(b) 

18    h4   
Nxe5



19    dxe5  
Qxe5+  

20    Kd1  
Rd7+



21    Kc2  
Qe4+ 


22    Kb3  
b5!(c)


23    Bc5+  
Kg7  


24    Bd4+
Bf6


25    Bxg8  
Bxd4  


26    Nd2  
Qc6



27    cxd4  
Kxg8 


28    Rxg2+(d)Qxg2



29    Nf3  
Rg7  


30    Qe8+  
Kh7



31    Ng5+! 
Rxg5!(e)  

32    hxg5  
Qd5+



33    Kc3  
Qc4+ 


34    Kd2  
Qxd4+



35    Kc2  
Qc4+ 


36    Kd2 
Qf4+



37    Kc2 
Qe4+ 


White resigns

a) In preference to the more usual 7 Ne5, Bxe5  8 dxe5, Qxd1+  White selects a variation which involves a piece sacrifice.

b) Preparing to return the piece to expose White’s king.  If now 18 Rxg2, Nf6  19 Qf3, Ng4 and White has practically nothing for his knight minus.
c) To win the White queen if 23 Bxb5, Rb8  24 a4, Nf6  25 Qg6, Rg7.

d) In a losing position White makes one final attacking gesture,

f) Dashing White’s last hope – 31…hxg5?  32 Qh5+, Kg8  33 Qe8+ drawing.

A recent Sydney Morning Herald article stated that over 50,000 Australians play Chess competitively, the overwhelming majority Under 18 with only about 5000 being adults.  It is estimated that 25% of Australians (around 5 million) know the basics of the game.

SOLUTION: 1 Rh7+!  Black resigns – 1…Kxh7  2 Qh1+, Kg7  3 Qh6+, Kg8  4 Bxe6#  or 2…Kg8  3 Bxe6+, Kg7  4 Qh6#.  

