CHESS    Sat  3  March  2007                             David Ellis  9276 1822 / openfile@bigpond.com         1

An unfortunate incident cast a cloud over the Super-Grandmaster Linares Tournament before it had even begun with a burglary at the Morelia hotel room occupied by Teimour Radjabov’s father/coach.  Radjabov stated that he would continue despite the loss of sensitive computer files but his claim for compensation was viewed as excessive by the tournament organisers and he was replaced at short notice by world number 5 Vassily Ivanchuck.  Of the 8 contestants 7 are ranked in the top 12. Sixteen year old Magnus Carlsen is ranked 24th and after failing to win a game in his last two major tournaments (Tal Memorial 3.5/9 and Corus 4.5/13) some commentators maintained he was out of his depth.  However the young Norwegian has answered his critics by taking sole lead in round 5 by beating world number 1 Vaselin Topalov and at the completion of the Morelia leg in Mexico he shares the lead (4.5/7) with Viswanath Anand.  Here is Carlsen’s position from Round 1 against Alexander Morozevich.  White (to play) is a pawn up but with bishops of opposite colour, Black’s rook in control of the open d file and Black ready to consolidate with …Kd6/Ke5/Rd2 the game appears headed for a draw.  Can you see how Carlsen cleverly increases his advantage (3 moves)?
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Late entry Ivanchuck does not appear to be suffering from lack of preparation and shares =3rd place (4/7) at the halfway stage.  Here is his exciting game against Peter Leko from Round 1: 



VASSILY  IVANCHUCK   -   PETER  LEKO




2007 Morelia/Linares




Scotch Opening




 1     e4  
e5  


 2     Nf3  
Nc6




 3     d4  
exd 


 4     Nxd4  
Bc5



 
 5     Be3  
Qf6 


 6     c3  
Nge7




 7     g3  
d5  


 8     Bg2  
dxe4




 9     0-0 
0-0 


10    Nd2  
Bb6




11    Re1  
Nxd4 


12    Nxe4  
Qg6




13    Bxd4  
Nc6  


14    Bxb6  
axb6




15    Qd2  
Qf5 


16    h3  
h6




17    g4  
Qb5 


18    a4!(a) 
Rxa4




19    Nf6+! 
gxf6  


20    Rxa4  
Qxa4




21    Qxh6  
Qa5  


22    Qxf6 
Qc5  





23    Be4     
Ne7 


24    Rd1(b) 
Ng6(c)  



25    Bxg6
fxg6 


26    Qxg6+ 
Kh8  




27    Qh6+ 
DRAW

a) A clever deflection sacrifice to take away the Black queen’s protection of g5.

b) White could try 24 Bh7+! Kxh7  25 Re5, Qxe5  26 Qxe5 with reasonable chances despite the material deficit as Black’s pieces are uncoordinated and his king exposed. The text threatens the obstruction sacrifice 25 Rd5!


c)  Despite his opponent’s extreme time trouble Black allows a perpetual.  However after 24…Be6  25 h4! leaves White with excellent attacking chances.

WA  JUNIOR  GRAND  PRIX:  the first event of 2007 will be held on Sat 10 March 1-6pm at Hale School (7 round, 15 min).  There will be Under 8, Under 10, Under 14 and Under 16 sections.  It is essential that entries be posted to Jack South, 49 Roseberry St., Bayswater 6053 with entry fee of $15 by March 8 (enquiries 9271 1006) – NO LATE ENTRIES! 

SOLUTION:  1 Bd3! (a combinative idea combining deflection, pin and fork): if 1…Rxd3  2 Rxe4+ and  3 Rxf4.  Black played 1…Kf6 and play continued 2 Bxe4, Rd2  3 Rxd2, Bxd2  4 Kg3 and with pawn majorities on both sides White won 23 moves later.
