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This week focuses on the increasingly busy WA chess calendar with the position and game coming from the 2007 Metropolitan Championships.  Altogether seventy players are competing in the five divisions.  Leaders at the half way stage are: A – Tristan Boyd (5/5), Peter Roza (4/5), David Ellis (4/6): B – Robert Baumgartner (5/6), Marc Vliestra (4.5/6): C – Kevin Taylor (5/6), Reg Massey (4/5): D – Jon Prunty (5/6): E – Graeme McQuilken (5/5).  The position comes from Lilly-Boyd (Metro A 2007): Black to play and mate in 4:
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The game this week comes from B Division of the Metro Championship and what an amazing game it is with the winner finishing with one queen against her opponent’s three queens!



RAY  JOHNSTONE   -   NATALIE  MARIS



2007 Metro Championship, Div. B



Scandinavian Defence (Centre Counter)



 1.    e4  
d5 


 2.    exd 
Qxd5



 3.    Nf3  
Bf5 


 4.    Nc3 
Qa5



 5.    Bc4  
e6 


 6.    0-0 
Nd7



 7.    a3  
Qc5(a)  

 8.    Qe2  
Nb6



 9.    Bb5+  
c6  


10.   d4  
Qd6



11.   Bd3  
Bxd3  


12.   Qxd3 
Nf6



13.   a4  
a5  


14.   Ne5  
Qc7



15.   Be3  
Bd6  


16.   f4   
0-0-0(b)


17.   Ne4(c)  
Nxe4 


18.   Qxe4  
f5



19.   Qf3  
Rhg8  


20.   c3  
h6



21.   b4  
Bxe5  


22.   dxe5 
axb(d)


23.   a5  
Nd5  


24.   cxb  
g5



25.   b5  
gxf 


26.   bxc6!?  
Nxe3(e) 

27.   cxb7+  
Kd7(f)


28.   Rfc1(g) 
Qxe5



29.   Raa2(h) 
Ke7 


30.   a6  
Nxg2!!(i)


31.   Rxg2 
Rxg2+ 

32.   Kxg2 
Qb2+



33.   Kh3 
Qxc1 


34.   a7  
Qg1!


35.   b8=Q?(j) Rd3! 


36.   a8=Q 
Qg4#(k)
a)  7…c6 to provide a retreat for the queen at c7 looks best.

b)  With a weakened pawn shield this is a very brave decision heralding pawn storms from both sides.

c)  Clearing the way for the pawn advance.

d)  22…Nd5 holds the position together a little more.
e)  Accepting White’s speculative sacrifice in the most aggressive way with a knight/rook battery against g7.  26…fxe3 would maintain the knight in a strong central position for possible defensive duties.

f)  Rather than attempt to marshal a defence against the pawns, the king flees the field. If 27…Kb8  28.a6! seems the most forceful: eg 28…Rxg2+ 29.Kh1, Ka7 30.Rfb1, Rc2 31.b8=Q+! Rxb8 32.Rb7+! Rxb7 33.axb7+, Kb6 34.Rb1+, Ka7 (not 34…Kc5  36.Qxf4) 35.Ra1+= (not 8.b8=Q?? Qxb8 9.Rxb8, Rc1#). 
g) 28.a6 is very interesting: i) 28…Qc6 29.Qxc6, Kxc6 30.Rab1, Rxg2+ 31.Kh1, Rdd7?! 32.Rfc1+, Ke7 33.Rd1!! forcing the Black perpetual …Rxh7+/Rg7+: ii) 28…Qc2 29.Rf2, Qc6 30.Rfa2?! Rxg2+?! 31.Qxg2, Nxg2 32.Rd1+, Ke7 33.Rxd8, Nh5 34.Rd1 winning: iii) 28…Rxg2+ 29.Qxg2! Nxg2 30.Rfd1+! Ke7 31.Rxd8, Qxd8 32.a7, Qd5+ draws (32… Qb6+ loses to 33.Kh1! Qc6 34.b8=N!).
h)  Not 29.a6, Qb2 30.Qc6+, Ke7 31.Qc4+, Kf6 32.Qc3+, Qxc3 33.Rxc3, Rxg2+ 34.Kh1, Rdd2 mates.
i)  A brilliant mating concept.

j)  White can hold with 35.a8=Q, Rd3 36.Qa3+! Rxa3 37.Qxa3+, Kf6 38.Qf3, Qb6=.
k)  What a finish!! 

Thirty-one players competed in a very strong Perth Open (WA Grand Prix) last weekend. Joint winners were Andrew Hardegen and Andrew Kuklinski (5/6): other prize-winners =2nd Michael Wilkins & Jay Lakner (4.5).  Under 1900 – Miles Haselgrove & Mick Pavlovic (4): Under 1500 -1st Ryan Sam (3): Junior Under 14 1 William Williams (2.5).
The next Grand Prix event is the Gufeld Cup to be held Sun 8 (11-6.30) and Mon 9 April at Legacy House.  Please submit entries by post (forms on website cawa.org.au). Enquiries David Ellis 9276 1822.

SOLUTION: 1...Rc3+ 2.Kh4, g5+ 3.Kh5, Bc3 (threat 4…Be8#) 4.gxf, Bf3#.  If you worked this out you did better than Tristan who played 1…Re8, winning with great difficulty.

