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Often combinations are combinations of combinations. Themes in this week’s puzzle are back row mate, deflections, pin and fork.  White to play and win (5 moves):
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Last week we saw how pawn levers could destroy an opponent’s strong pawn centre with Black demolishing the imposing White centre with pawns at d4, e5, f4 by means of …c5, …g5, …f6.  While last week’s example was with a rigid French Defence structure, such levers can also be effective with a fluid central position as is the case this week. The defensive system seen today was developed in the 1950s by the Czech IM Maximilian Ujtelky, a direct descendant of the famous composer Franz Liszt, and was used by Spassky in the World Championship match against Petrosian in 1966.  The defence, with all pawns on the third rank except the f & c pawns, is usually referred to as the Hippopotamus Defence although the true Hippopotamus had all the pawns except the a & h pawns moved to the 3rd rank from g6-b6 and the knights developed on f7 & c7, the pawn shape resembling a partially submerged hippo. This strange set-up was invented by an Englishman J C Thompson, who also played the system as White.  It also came to notice in the 1950s when Thompson beat the Russian GM Tolush in a simul.  B H Wood’s magazine Chess reported that Tolush had suggested that the ‘bearded and sockless’ Thompson should be pscho-analysed. 
S.  YUFEROV   -   G.  CHEPUKAITIS

2007 Tchigorin Memorial, St Petersburg (5)

Ujtelky (Hippopotamus) Defence

1.d4          g6 

2.e4        Bg7

3.Nf3        d6 

4.Nc3      a6

5.a4          b6 

6.h3         e6

7.Bg5       Ne7 
8.Qd2      h6

9.Bf4        Bb7 
10.Be2    Nd7

11.Rd1      g5! 
12.Be3    f5!(a)
13.exf       Nxf5 
14.Qd3    0-0(b)
15.Bc1      c5 

16.dxc     Nxc5

17.Qc4      Rc8 
18.h4?(c) Bxf3

19.gxf3     Nxh4 
20.Qg4    Ng6(d)
21.Ne4      Ne5 
22.Qh3    g4!

23.Qh5      Nxe4 
24.fxe4    Qf6

25.Rh2      Rxc2 
26.Bxh6   Rxe2+!

27.Kxe2    Qf3+ 
28.Ke1     g3!

29.Bxg7(e) gxh2(f) 
30.Qh8+   Kf7

31.Qxf8+   Kg6
32.Kd2     Qxf8

33.Bxf8     Nf3+
34.Ke3     Ng1!

35.Rxd6     h1=Q(g)   White resigns

a) The first of the twin levers by the bishops’ pawn to destroy White’s centre.

b) Not 14…Nxe3 15.Qg6+.

c) Either an error or a pawn sacrifice to open lines against Black’s king.

d) Preventing 21.f4 and heading for e5.

e) Not 29.fxg3 Qxg3+.

f) Fearing neither White’s attack nor loss of material.

g) A brilliant sequence of moves originating from 26…Rxe2+.

And now for something completely different!  A 5 round Random Tournament tomorrow with back-row pieces in different places to the customary starting position (although White and Black positions are still symmetrical).  The venue is Legacy House, cnr Mill Point Rd./Frasers Lane, S. Perth, commencing 11am. Entry $25 ($15 Juniors, Concession & country players).  Please submit entries by 10.45. Families are invited to attend the free sausage sizzle at the close of the tournament at about 6pm where salad and drinks will also be provided.  Enquiries Andrew Hardegen 0407 421 084.

The South West Open has been deferred until October. 
SOLUTION: 1.Nf7+! (declined deflection sacrifice – 1…Rxf7 2.Qc8+ mating) 1…Kg8  2.Nh6+ Kh8 3.Qxg7+!! (deflection) 3…Kxg7 4.Nxf5+ (fork) 4…Kf6 5.Nxe3.

