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Drastic measures from Black are called for with White threatening to mate with Nf6+! (Westyn-Fridriksson 1973).  Can you find how Black wins in 4 moves?
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This month has seen the playing of two very strong Australian tournaments. Firstly the Doeberl Cup in Canberra.  This is the strongest and most popular event on the Myer Tan Australian Chess Grand Prix circuit (the WA weekend GP events are part of this competition).  Nearly 200 players competed in the four tournaments including 72 in the main Open.  Australians took the first four places with GM Ian Rogers winning with 6/7 followed by David Smerdon, Stephen Solomon and Gary Lane on 5.5.  WA’s Marc Vliestra and Dennis Holland  scored 3.5 and 3 respectively. 

The second tournament was the Sydney International Open with 143 entries.  This time it was the overseas GMs who took out the top spots with a tie between Georgy Timoshenko (Ukraine) and Dejan Antic (Serbia) with 7.5/9.  Leading Australians were Zhao Zong-Yuan, Daryl Johansen and Gary Lane on 7.  Marc Vliestra (5), Gordon Dunlop (4) and Dennis Holland (3) were WA’s entrants.

Australia’s two Grandmasters, Ian Rogers and Daryl Johansen must have played many times over the years. At Sydney Daryl scored a fine win:

DARYL  JOHANSEN   -   IAN  ROGERS

2007 Sydney International Open

Queens Gambit: Slav Exchange Variation
1.c4         c6 

2.Nc3        d5

3.cxd       cxd 

4.d4           Nc6

5.e4         Nf6(a) 
6.e5           Nd7

7.Bb5      Nb6 

8.Nge2      Bf5(b)
9.Ng3      Bg6 

10.h4         h6

11.h5       Bh7 

12.e6!        fxe(c)
13.Bf4     g5 

14.hxg6     Bxg6

15.Be5     Rg8 
16.Nge2     Nc4(d)
17.Nf4     Bf7 

18.Bxc4     dxc4

19.Qe2(e)Nxe5 
20.dxe5      Qd4

21.g3       Rg5 

22.Kf1       Rxe5

23.Qc2    Bg7 

24.Rd1       Qc5

25.Qh7    Kf8(f) 
26.Rxh6!    Rf5(g)
27.Rg6!   resigns (h)
a) Complications could arise after 5…dxe – 6.d5 Ne5 7.Qa4+ Bd7 8.Qxe4 Ng6 9.Nb5 (threatening mate) 9…Qb8 10.d6 Nf6 11.Qc2 Nd5.

b) Safer is 7…Bg4 8.f3 Bd7.
c) If 12…Qd6 13.exf+ (or 13.Qg4)13…Kxf7 14.0-0 Qf6 15.Bxc6 bxc6 16.Re1 with pressure for the pawn.
d) 16…Nd7 is a good alternative

e) This seems an error as Black could gain the advantage with 19…Nxd4 (20.Bxd4 Qxd4 21.g3 Rg4! or 20.Qe4 Nc6 21.Ncd2 – providing an escape square for the bishop)

f) Better is 25…Qc6 26.Kg1 Rg5 27.Ne4 Bxb2 28.Nxg5 hxg5=.

g) If 26…Bxh6 27.Qh8+ Bg8 28.Ng6+ wins.

h) Seems premature but after 27…Bxg6 28.Nxe6+ Kf7 29.Qxg7+ Kxe6 30.Qxg6+ Rf6 31.Qe4+ Kf7 33.Qh7+ Ke6 34.Ne4 White regains the exchange with much the better game.

The Kingsley Open, the third WA Grand Prix event of 2007, will be held next weekend at Legacy House, cnr Mill Point Rd./Frasers Lane, S. Perth.  Rounds 1-3 will be played Sat 5 May, starting at 11am and rounds 4-6 on Sunday, starting at 10.30.  Submit entry (from www.cawa.org.au) as soon as possible. Enquiries Andrew Hardegen 0407 421 084 (failing that submit entry at venue at 10.30am Sat May 5).

SOLUTION: 1…Qxc2+!! 2.Rxc2 Rd1+ 3.Rc1 Bxe4+ 4.Ka1 Rxc1#.  2.Kxc2 is little better – 2…Bxe4+ 3.Qd3 Bxd3+ 4.Kd2 Bxf5+ 5.K moves Bxg6.
