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Aronian-Kramnik (2007 Rapid-Play, Game 6): how would you win for Black?
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The recent 6 game Rapid-Play (25 minutes + 10 sec a move, 2 games a day) match in Yerevan, Armenia between the Russian world champion Vladimir Kramnik and world number 5 Levon Aronian from Armenia produced an exciting mixture of fine play and time trouble blunders.  Kramnik won the first, lost the next three and drew the last two after missing wins in both (including an elementary mate with rook, king and knight in the game 5 ending). Opening the match the Armenian president and patron of the event declared, ‘Armenia has a true passion for chess, it is the land of Petrosian and of Olympiad champions. Chess is part and parcel of Armenia’s life and it is hard to find a household where the venerated game is not played.’  

Vladimir Kramnik   -   Levon  Aronian
2007 Rapid-Play Match, Game 1

Ruy Lopez: Marshall Counter Gambit
1.e4  
     e5 

2.Nf3
      Nc6 

3.Bb5
     a6 

4.Ba4 
      Nf6 

5.0-0 
     Be7 
6.Re1
      b5 

7.Bb3 
     0-0 

8.c3 
      d5 

9.exd5
     Nxd5 
10.Nxe5    Nxe5
11.Rxe5   c6(a) 
12.d4
      Bd6
13.Re1     Qh4 
14.g3 
      Qh3 

15.Be3     Bg4 
16.Qd3      Rae8 

17.Nd2     Re6 
18.Qf1      Qh5 

19.f3!(b)  Nxe3 
20.Qf2!(c) Nd5(d)
21.fxg4    Qxg4 
22.Qf3!     Qg5(e) 
23.Rxe6   fxe6 
24.Ne4!     Qg6
25.Qe2     Nf4 
26.Qc2       Nh3+ 
27.Kg2(f) Qg4 
28.Bxe6+!(g) Qxe6 

29.Qb3     Nf4+ 
30.gxf4      Qxb3 

31.axb3    Bxf4 
32.Rxa6(h) 

a) The Marshall is one of Aronian's favourite lines. Black sacrifices a pawn for a kingside attack and development.
b) This virtual novelty, first played in an Internet game, seems lose a piece. 19.Bxd5 cxd5 20.a4? bxa4 21.Rxa4 f5 22.f4 Qe8 is a well known trap: 19.a4 Bh3 20.Qd3 Bf5 draws.
c) Not 20.fxg4? Nxf1 21.gxh5 Nxd2.
d) 20...Bxg3 21.Qxg3 Rg6 22.fxg4 Rxg4 23.Rxe3 Rxg3+ 24.Rxg3 is winning for White.
e) 22...Qxf3 23.Nxf3 Rfe8 24.Rxe6 Rxe6 25.a4 is slightly better for White.

f) Not 27.Kh1?? Qxe4+! 28.Qxe4 Nf2+.
g) Black’s knight is trapped leaving White a pawn up.
h) Following pre-match analysis Kramnik played extremely quickly to move 32 and wins easily – 32…Rc8 33.Nc5 Kf7 34.Nd3 g5 35.Nxf4 gxf4 36.Kf3 Ke6 37.Kxf4 Kd6 38.c4 Rf8+ 39.Ke3 Kc7 40.Ra7+ Kb6 41.Rxh7 Rf1 42.Rh6 Kb7 43.Rh5 Rb1 44.Kd3 bxc4+ 45.Kc2 Black resigns.
WA Allegro (15 min) Championship will be held tomorrow, Sunday 20 May, at Legacy House (11am – 5pm). Enquiries Andrew Hardegen 0407 421 084.

The Metropolitan Open will be played on Thursday evenings 24 May to 5 July. Enquiries Kelvin Taylor 9381 7854 (h), 9416 0551 (w).

SOLUTION: Kramnik selected the seemingly decisive 1…Nd3 allowing Aronian the resource 2.Qxd3! After 2…Qxd3 3.cxb Black was forced to defend – 3…Re8 4.bxa Qb3 5.Rc5! Kh7 6.Rc8 Rg8 7.Nd4! Qb6 8.Rxg8 Kxg8 and now White could win with 9.a5 Qc7 10.Kh2! Kh7 11.Nc6! Qxc6 12.b8=Q Qxa6 13.Qb6.  Instead White played 9.Kg1? Kh7 10.Nc6 Qb1+ 11.Kg2 Qe4+ & Black gets a perpetual. 1…bxc first is better – 2.bxa Nd3 3.Qxd3! Qxd3 4.a7 Re8 5.a8=Q Rxa8 6.Rxa8+ with drawing chances.  Best is 1…Ng4 (2.c7 Rxf2+ 3.Kh3 Rh2+! 4.Nxh2 Nf2# or 2.Qc5 Ne3+! winning).
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