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 Short-Hubner 1990 - White to play and win (4 moves):
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Earlier this year after the Fischer Random Allegro Tournament I selected as a prize a book by Raymond Keene, ‘Nigel Short World Chess Challenger’.  By coincidence Short has been very much in the news lately.  Born in 1965, Short played in his first British Championship at the age of twelve and two years later tied for first place.  He became an IM in 1980, a GM in 1984 and after defeating ex-world champion Anatoly Karpov challenged Gary Kasparov for the world title in 1993.  He was a worthy opponent but was well beaten in the London match (+1 =12 -6).  However it is not his play but his criticisms of leading chess officials that have recently caught the attention of the chess public, resulting in his being hauled before a disciplinary committee for the following comments: ‘The FIDE Deputy President and Vice President spent more time at the hotel 16 km away despite being paid thousands of dollars plus considerable expenses to do their job on the Appeals Committee.  It came as absolutely no surprise to me that these dumbheads would flunk the first crisis they were presented with,’ (namely the ‘Toiletgate’ controversy at the Kramnik-Topolov match). 

Here is a most imaginative game of Short played in his prime:

NIGEL  SHORT   -   JAN  TIMMAN

Tilburg 1991.  Alekhines Defence   
1.e4        Nf6 

2.e5         Nd5

3.d4        d6 

4.Nf3      g6

5.Bc4      Nb6 

6.Bb3      Bg7

7.Qe2      Nc6 

8.0-0       0-0

9.h3         a5 

10.a4       dxe

11.dxe     Nd4 

12.Nxd4  Qxd4

13.Re1    e6 

14.Nd2    Nd5

15.Nf3    Qc5 

16.Qe4    Qb4

17.Bc4    Nb6 

18.b3!(a) Nxc4

19.bxc4   Re8

20.Rd1    Qc5

21.Qh4    b6 

22.Be3    Qc6

23.Bh6    Bh8(b) 
24.Rd8    Bb7

25.Rad1  Bg7(c) 
26.R8d7  Rf8

27.Bxg7  Kxg7 
28.R1d4  Rae8

29.Qf6+  Kg8 

30.h4       h5(d)
31.Kh2!! Rc8(e) 
32.Kg3    Rce8
33.Kf4    Bc8 

34.Kg5!   resigns(f)
a) This inspired idea, which not only surrenders the bishop pair but allows his pawn formation to be shattered, aims for domination of the black squares.  

b) If 23…Bb7 24.Bxg7 Kxg7 25.Qf6+ Kg8 26.Rd4 wins.
c) Forced to meet the threat of Qe7!/Rxa8/Rd8.

d) Although White dominates the open d file and the black squares around Black’s king, Black’s queen/bishop battery a8/h1 appears to prevent any further strengthening of White’s position.

e) If Black had had any inkling of White’s outlandish idea he would have played 31…Bc8.  However Short had planned 32.g4!! Bxd7 33.gxh gxh 34.Qg5+ with a mating attack.

f) ‘A wonderful and artistic conclusion’ (Keene). If 34…Bxd7 35.Kh6 or 34…Kh7 35.Qxg6+. 
The Foundation Day Open (WA Grand Prix) will be held Sun/Mon June 3/4 with rounds 1-3 on Sunday (11am to 6.15pm) and Monday (10.30am – 5.45) with guaranteed 1st prize of $150. Venue Legacy House, 64 Mill Point Rd./Frasers Lane, S. Perth. Entries accepted up to 10.30 Sunday. Enquiries Andrew Hardegen 0407 421 084.

SOLUTION: 1.Rxe5!! Rxe5 (1…Bxh7 2.Rxe8#) 2.Rxe5 (threat 3.Qh8#) 2…Bxh7 3.Nxf6+ Kg8 4.Nxf6+ gxf6 5.Re8+ winning comfortably.

