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                                       YOUNG  GRANDMASTERS

Sergey Karjakin, who gained his Grandmaster title before his 13th birthday, wins brilliantly (White v Rychagov 2007 - 4 moves):
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While the first bestowal of the title Grandmaster occurred early in the 20th century it was not until 1950 that FIDE officially sanctioned the title (together with that of International Master) and set in place rules governing the gaining of titles.  Over the years younger and younger players have gained the GM title:
1955 Boris Spassky (USSR) 18yr

1958 Bobby Fischer (USA) 15yr 6mth

1991 Judit Polgar (Hungary) 15yr 4mth
1994 Peter Leko (Hungary) 15yr 4mth

1997 Etienne Bacrot (France) 14yr 2mth
1997 Ruslan Ponomariov (Ukraine) 14yr
1999 Bu Xiangzhi (China) 13yr 10mth 
2002 Sergey Karjakin (Ukraine) 12yr 7mth

Koneru Humpy (India) is the youngest female to gain the title (15yr 1mth).

Australia has only two GMs, Ian Rogers and Daryl Johansen, but a number of young IMs, led by David Smerdon and Zhao Yuan Zong, are working towards the top title. In the UK Tony Miles, a former World Junior Champion, pipped Raymond Keene to become the first British GM in 1975 at the age of 20. In December 2006, after a second place in the Rilton Cup, Stockholm, David Howell, became the UK’s youngest ever GM at the age of 16 years 1 month (previous youngest were Luke McShane, 16 years 7 months, and Michael Adams, 17 years). Howell has also achieved two records for a young player, the youngest (8 years) to defeat a GM in competition when he beat John Nunn in a blitz game and the youngest (11 years) to score against a reigning world champion in a normal tournament game when he drew with Karpov in 2002. Howell has a most attacking style, ever ready to employ gambit lines to gain the initiative and force his opponent onto the defensive.  Here now one of his wins which helped him gain his GM title:

DAVID HOWELL  -  PER STENESKOG

Rilton Cup, Stockholm, Dec. 2006

French Tarrasch

1.e4 e6 
  2.d4 d5

3.Nd2 c5 
  4.exd Qxd5

5.Ngf3 cxd 
  6.Bc4 Qd6

7.Qe2 Nc6 
  8.Ne4 Qb4+

9.Bd2 Qb6      
  10.0-0 Nf6

11.b4 Nxe4 
  12.Qxe4 Bxb4

13.Qg4 Kf8 
  14.Rab1 Qc5

15.Rxb4! Nxb4 16.Qxd4 Qxd4

17.Bxb4+ Ke8   18.Nxd4 a6

19.a4 b6             20.f4 g6

21.Rb1 Bd7        22.Bd6 Bxa4 

23.Rxb6 a5         24.Rb7 Bd7

25.Nb5 Rc8        26.Be5 Ke7

27.Nd6 f6           28.Nxc8+ Rxc8

29 Bc7 Ra8        30.Bb8 Kd8

31.Ba7 Kc8        32.Ba6 Kd8
Black resigns

And here is a game from the 2006 World Junior (Under 20) Championship in which Howell came =8th with 8/13 (83 entries):
D. HOWELL  -  A. NASARI

2006 World Junior Championship

Queens Gambit: Semi-Slav, Marshall Gambit

1.d4 d5               2.c4 c6

3.Nc3 e6 
   4.e4 dxe

5.Nxe4 Bb4+
   6 Bd2 Qxd4

7.Bxb4 Qxe4+    8.Be2 c5

9.Bxc5 Qxg2     10.Bf3 Qg5

11.Ba3 Nd7       12.Ne2 Ne5

13.Nc3 Ne7       14.Ne4 Nxf3+

15.Qxf3 Qa5+   16.Kf1 Nf5

17.Rd1 Qa4       18.Qd3 Qd7

19.Qe2 Qc6       20.Rd6! Nxd6

21.Nxd6+ Kd7   22.Rg1 Rg8

23.Nxf7 Qb6      24.Qd3+ Ke8

25.Nd6+ Kd7     26.Nf5+ resigns

And here an even shorter Howell victory:

N. DOBREV – D. HOWELL

2006 Marseille Chess Festival

Veresov Opening

1.d4 Nf6 
  2 Nc3 d5

3.Bg5 Nbd7 
  4.f3 c5

5.dxc Qa5 
  6.Bxf6 Nxf6

7.Qd4 e5! 
  8.Qxe5+ Be6

9.e4 0-0-0 
  10.c6 Bd6

11.Qd4 dxe 
  12.Qa4 Qg5

13.Ba6!? Bc5 
  14.Nd1 Qxg2

15.Bxb7+ Kb8   16.Ba8 Rxd1+!

White resigns

SOLUTION: 1.Bxe6!! fxe6 (1…hxg4 2.Bxd7#) 2.Rxe6 Bxe6 (2…Kf7 3.Rxd7+ Kg8 4.Qf4 Rh7 –else 5.Qf7+ Kh7 6.Rh6# - 5.Qf7+ Kh8 and White has a number of winning bishop moves) 3.Qxe6+ Be7 4.Qxe7#. 
