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I was saddened to read the following in the July 13 ACF Newsletter:
‘Grandmaster Ian Rogers stunned the audience at the prize-giving for the Lidums Checkmate Open (Adelaide) by announcing his retirement from all tournament chess, effective immediately.  His retirement was forced upon him by medical advice that was too positive to ignore.  Ian had just won the event (6 /7, 51 entries) so at least he was able to retire on a winning note.

‘Australian chess players will miss Ian on the tournament scene.  Fortunately he will still be able to write and coach, two activities that helped to create his reputation as arguably the most influential chess player Australia has produced.

‘Ian is best known for his playing, having been Australia’s strongest player for more than twenty-five years.  He was Australian Junior Champion in 1976 and by 1980 had won the Australian Championship, which he was to win a further four times.  He also won the Australian Open in 1993 and the Australian Grand Prix seven times, the first in 1989 and the most recent in 2004.  His ‘premier event’ was the Doerberl Cup (Canberra annual weekender) which he won twelve times from 1980 to 2007.  Ian was also awarded the ACF Steiner Medal as Player of the Year on five occasions and the Purdy Medal for chess journalism, which can be won only once, in 1989.’
Here is a position from the 1995 Doerberl Cup (Black v E. Levi).  White’s bishop has skewered Black’s queen and rook but Black is able to unleash a brilliantly sustained sacrificial combination to win in six moves:
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In tournaments throughout the world Ian was able to defeat some of the leading Grandmasters including Shirov, Huebner, Gelfand, Korchnoi, Smyslov, Nunn, Short, Ribli, Hort, Vallejo-Pons.
Here is a game with another Grandmaster scalp, that of the Hungarian Lajos Portisch, one of the leading contenders for the world title in the late 1960s / early 1970s.  The game shows Ian’s willingness to play unfashionable and risky openings:

Lajos Portisch  -  Ian Rogers (1984)

Queens Pawn, Blumenfeld Counter Gambit

1.d4 

Nf6 

2.c4 

e6

3.Nf3
 
c5 

4.d5 

b5

5.Bg5
 
h6 

6.Bxf6 
Qxf6

7.Nc3

 b4

8.Nb5 

Kd8

9.e4 

g5 

10.Bd3 
Bb7

11.e5 

Qg7 

12.Qa4 
a5

13.0-0

g4 

14.Nd2
 
Qxe5

15.Qc2
 
Ra6 

16.Rfe1
Qg7

17.a3
 
h5 

18.axb 

cxb

19.dxe
 
fxe 

20.Be4 
Nc6

21.Rad1 
h4 

22.Nb3

a4

23.N3d4
Nxd4 

24.Nxd4 
Bxe4

25.Qxe4 
Kc8 

26.Kh1 
Bc5

27.Re2 
Rf8 

28.Nb5 
g3

29.fxg 

hxg 

30.h3 

a3

31.bxa 

bxa 

32.Qb1 
Rf2
33.Ra2 
Rxa2 

34.Qxa2
Qb2

White resigns

FREE ENTRY TO WILLETTON OPEN! Get along today to this WA Grand Prix event

(today 10.30-6.15, tomorrow 11-5.45) at Legacy House, Mill Point Rd./Frasers Lane, S. Perth.  Minimum prize pool of $500, includes rating and junior prizes. All local players must pay 2007-08 CAWA membership at enrolment if unfinancial. Enquiries David Ellis 9276 1822. 

SOLUTION: 1…Nxh4! 2.f3 (2.Bxc7 Nf3+ 3.Kg2 Rh2#) 2…Rb2!! 3.Rf2 (3.Bxc7 Rg2+ 4.Kh1 Nxf3+! 5 Kxg2 Rh2#) 3…Nxf3+! 4.Rxf3 gxf3! 5.Bxc7 Rg2+ White resigns (6.Kf1 Rh1#) – a marvelous finish!

