CHESS   Sat 28 July 2006                            David Ellis  9276 1822  /  openfile@bigpond.com   2      


Going through an internet chess quiz I was asked to find the winning move for White.  Are you able to see it?
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Viswanathan Anand is the number one rated player in the world.  He is also the world’s top Rapid-Play exponent.  Earlier this month he competed against three other FIDE ex-champions in a knock-out rapid-play tournament (20 mins + 10 sec per move) in Leon, Spain.  In the semi-finals he defeated Ruslan Ponomariov 3-1 while Vaselin Topalov overcame Rustan Kazimdzhanov 2.5-1.5.  In the final Anand defeated Topalov 3-1.  Here is one of his wins:

V. ANAND   -   V. TOPALOV

2007 Leon (Spain) Rapid-Play Final, Game 4

Sicilian Najdorf

1.e4
    c5 

2.Nf3
     d6

3.d4
    cxd 

4.Nxd4     Nf6
5.Nc3 
    a6 

6.Be3
     e6

7.Be2
    Nbd7 
8.0-0 
     b5

9.a4 
    b4 

10.Nc6(a) Qc7

11.Nxb4  d5 

12 Nxa6   Bxa6

13.exd5   Bd6 

14.h3
     exd

15.Nxd5  Nxd5 
16.Qxd5   Bb7

17.Qc4    Bc6 

18.b4 
     Qb7 
19.Rad1  Be7 

20.b5!
     Bxg2
21.Rxd7! Kxd7 
22.Qg4+   Ke8

23.Qxg2  Qxg2+ 
24.Kxg2   Rxa4(b)
25.b6 
    Ra5 

26.Rd1
     Bg5

27.b7       Ke7 

28.Bb6
     Re5

29.Bd8+! resigns

a) White enters a line which wins three united passed pawns for a knight.

b) Black has gained a slight material advantage but his development is still incomplete and he is unable to cope with the passed b pawn.

The Metro Open (38 entrants) was won jointly by Gordon Dunlop and Robert Maris (6/7), followed by Nazim Khan and Richard Lilly (5.5).  Lilly won the Under 1800 first prize with Ross List (5) second.  Under 1600 – 1st Srdja Stepanovic (4.5), 2nd= Alex de Heer and Bob Pilgrim (4): Under 1200 – 1st Evan Yeung (3.5), 2nd Ben Motu (3).
The 2007 WA Junior Championships held this month at Hale School attracted over 50 entries.  Open & Under 16 combined: WA Junior Champion Shyam Balaji (6.5/8), =2nd Edik Gilmetdinov (6), 1st Under 16 Chris Boni (6), 2nd Edwin Nie (4): Under 14 1st Ryan Sam 8.5/9, 2nd Chirag Saroha (7): Under 12 1st George Carolin-Unkovich (6.5/7), =2nd Liam Kearney and Caleb Thomas (5.5): Under 10 1st Caleb Thomas (7/7 – the only ‘picket–fence score!), 2nd Deriek Pijls (6/7).  A number of girls competed strongly in each age group with the following being awarded WA Girls titles: Girls Champion Verity Williams, Under 16 Veronica Williams, Under 14 Amy Brown, Under 12 Sarah Moritz, Under 10 Tayla Wood.
Another popular recent junior event was the Independent Junior Schools Team Championships held at John Wollaston Anglican School with over 100 juniors from 21 schools (24 teams) taking part. First were St Andrews Grammar A with Wesley College, Christ Church Grammar, Hale school and St Andrews B equal second. 

SOLUTION:  the passed a pawn and the knight combine to ensure victory: 1.Kh1! and Black is in zugzwang with 1…Kd6 or any bishop move allowing a knight fork while other king moves including 1…Kxd4 enable the a pawn to queen.

