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Two weeks ago I reported the retirement of GM Ian Rogers, Australia’s top player for more than 20 years.  An article in the London based ‘The Week in Chess’ provided further information, saying that Ian ‘is in reasonable health but multiple doctors told him that, due to the stress of playing and its effect on blood pressure, if he didn’t give up chess immediately and permanently he would be on a dialysis machine within a few years.’

Here is a fine example of Ian’s combinative skills on the board: in Ivanov-Rogers (Lucerne 1992) Black’s last move …b5 sets a trap, allowing White to play 1.Be4 winning a piece (1…fxe4 2.Qf7+ mating) but losing the game: after 1…Qd7 2.Bxb7 how did the game continue (4 more moves)?
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Here now another sparkling example of Rogers’ exciting combinative style:

MICHAEL  ROHDE  -  IAN  ROGERS

Philadelphia 1982

Queens Pawn, Grunfeld Defence
1.d4 
  Nf6 

2.c4 
     g6

3.Nc3 
  d5 

4.Bg5
     Ne4

5.Bh4 
  Nxc3 

6.bxc3
     c5

7.e3 
  Nc6
 
8.Qb3       Be6

9.Qxb7  Rc8 

10.Nf3      Bg7

11.Ng5
  0-0 

12.Nxe6   fxe6

13.cxd
  cxd! 

14.Bb5(a) Qxd5

15.cxd 
  Qxg2 

16.Rf1      Bxd4!

17.Rc1   Bb6 

18.Bxc6   Qg4

19.Qa6   Qb4+! 
20.Ke2     Qb2+

21.Kd3   Rcd8+ 
22.Ke4     Rd4+!

23.exd4  Qxd4#

a) If 14.dxc6 dxc with a vicious attack. 

The recent Willetton Open (CAWA Grand Prix Weekender, 28 entries) was won by Dennis Holland with 4.5/5 just ahead of Albany teenager Tom Donaldson and CAWA president John Fedec (4).  Paul Whitehead (4) won the Under 1850 group with Peter Dix and Guy Booth (3) equal second. Primary schoolboy Ryan Sam (3/5) won the Under 1500 section with Gary Donaldson, Franz Oswald and Colin Walker (2.5) sharing second.  Chris Boni, WA junior champion Shyam Balaji and Benjamin Tran (2.5) shared the junior prizes. Here is Ryan Sam’s victory against one of the GP leaders:
RYAN  SAM  -  ANDREW  KUKLINSKI

2007 Willetton Open, Round 3

Sicilian, Four Knights Variation
1.e4 
      c5 

2.Nf3
   e6

3.d4 
      cxd 
4.Nxd4
   Nf6
5.Nc3
      Nc6 
6.Bg5
   Qb6

7.Nb3
       a6 

8.Be3
   Qc7

9.Bd3
       d6 
10.Qd2
    b5

11.0-0
      Be7 
12.Rfe1   Bb7

13.Rac1     0-0 
14.f3 
    Rfd8

15.Nd4      Nxd4 
16.Bxd4   e5

17.Be3        d5 
18.exd      b4

19.Ne4      Nxd5 
20.Qe2     f5

21.Nf2        g6 
22.Kh1    Bd6
23.Red1     Kg7 
24.Nh3     h6

25.Bd2!(a) Qb6 
26.Qe1     Nf6

27.Qh4       Ng8 
28.Bc4     Be7?
29.Bxh6+!(b) Nxh6 
30.Qxe7+ Kh8

31.Qxe5+   Kh7 
32.Ng5#

a) White’s previous play lacked purpose allowing Black to gain the initiative. However White realises his black-squared bishop, which Black conveniently failed to exchange off, can assist in a swift counter attack against Black’s weakened castled position.
b) Taking advantage of the overworked white knight.

SOLUTION: 2…Ne2 3.Qe3 Ng3+ 4.Kg1 Qd1+ White resigns (5.Kh2 Nf1+ or 5.Kf2 Nh1#).
	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


