CHESS   Saturday 11 August 2007              David Ellis  9276 1822  /  openfile@bigpond.com   1      


This week it’s the old and the new. Firstly a position from two of the world’s top teenagers: Magnus Carlsen – Bu Xiangzhi with White to play.  Can you find White’s winning move?
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Now the old.  Seventy-six year old Viktor Korchnoi slipped out of the top 100 in the latest FIDE ratings but the two-time challenger for Anatoly Karpov’s world title in 1978 and 1981 was still able to notch up another tournament victory coming =1st in a 10-player event in Banja Luka, Bosnia-Herzegovnia, with 6.5/9 (+4, =5). Here is one of his wins:
KORCHNOI   -   STOJANOVIC

Banja Luka 2007, Round 7
Queens Gambit Accepted

1.d4            d5 
2.c4         dxc

3.e3            e5 

4.Bxc4     exd

5.exd          Bd6 
6.Nf3       Nf6

7.0-0          0-0 
8.Bg5       Nc6

9.Nc3          h6 
10.Bh4     Bg4

11.h3          Bxf3 
12.Qxf3   Nxd4

13.Qxb7     Nf5 
14.Bxf6   Qxf6

15.Rae1      Ng3! 
16.fxg3    Qd4+

17. Kh1      Qxc4(a) 
18.Qf3     f6

19.b3          Qf7 
20.Ne4     Bb4?
21.Nxf6+!(b) gxf6 
22.Qg4+   Qg7

23.Qxb4     Qxg3(c) 
24.Rf3      Qg7

25.Re7        Rf7 
26.Qc4     Raf8

27.Rxc7      Kh8 
28.Rxf7    Rxf7

29.Qf4        Qg5 
30.Qb8+   Kh7

31.Rg3        Qc1+ 
32.Kh2     Rg7

33.Rxg7+    Kxg7 
34.Qxa7+ Kg6

35.Qb8        f5 
36.Qd6+   Kg5

37.Qe7+      Kg6 
38.Qe6+   Kg5

39.h4+!(d)   Kxh4 
40.Qc4+   resigns

a) Black’s deflection sacrifice followed by the queen fork has doubled White’s pawns but given him the more secure king and slight prospects on the half-open f file.

b) Déjà vu, but this time the boot’s on the other foot and tangible positional gains are made with Black’s pawns now all isolated with the c pawn particularly weak after losing the bishop.  Of even more importance is the insecurity of the Black king.
c) Maintaining material equality but only in the short term with White’s coming invasion of the seventh rank leaving Black with virtually no hope.

d) Another deflection sacrifice to secure the queen exchange.  

The first round of the WA Championship (34 entrants) was played last Sunday. With perennial champion Haydn Barber unable to defend his title WA’s top rated player Tristan Boyd will be favourite to win this year with main opposition coming from Tim Hare, Jay Lakner, Andrew Hardegen, David Ellis and Marc Vliestra while Miles Haselgrove, Marc Saxon and John Fedec will all hope to score well.  Two surprises from Sunday were Marc Vliestra’s loss to Franz Oswald with Marc unable to break through after sacrificing and John Fedec’s draw with improving junior Chris Boni.  Spectators are welcome at Legacy House, Mill Point Rd./Frasers Lane, South Perth, each Sunday for the next eight weeks, starting time 2pm. Most interesting pairings for Round 2 are Boyd-Saxon, Holland-Hare and Fedec-Vliestra.
SOLUTION: 1.f7!! If Black captures the rook a pawn queens while other moves lead to the loss of the bishop leaving White with an extra bishop and pawn.
