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 A final look at the 2007 World Championship held in Mexico and won by India’s Viswanathan Anand. Both the position and game come from the event  and both feature pawn promotion races and brilliant sacrificial play.  In Aronian-Grischuk (Rd 10) Black is 3 pawns down but his d pawn looks very threatening.  However Aronian (White) shows the Black d pawn can be ignored as he conjures up a mate in 6 involving a deflection sacrifice, a discovered check and concluding with promotion:

New world champion Vishy Anand will not be able to rest on his laurels with the prestigious annual Corus Wijk aan Zee event, which will include 8 of the world’s top 9 players in the field of 14, coming up in January 2008, followed by a world championship defence against former champion Vladimir Kramnik.  Anand will hope for a better result than the last time he played a world championship match when he lost in 1995 to Gary Kasparov.  Here is Anand’s superb win against Alexander Morozevich in Round 11. While other players were beginning to tire Anand’s play is relentless and he brings off an amazing finish which involves allowing his opponent to queen with check and then offering a rook for a winning position:

Viswanathan  Anand – Alexander  Morozevich 
2007 World Championship Mexico, Round 11 
Sicilian Defence, Najdorf Variation 

1.e4          c5

2.Nf3      d6 
3.d4          cxd4
4.Nxd4    Nf6 
5.Nc3        a6

6.f3         e5 
7.Nb3        Be6 
8.Be3      Nbd7 
9.g4           Nb6 
10.g5       Nh5 
11.Qd2      Rc8 
12.0-0-0  Be7 
13.Rg1      0-0 
14.Kb1    Qc7 
15.Qf2       Nc4 
16.Bxc4   Bxc4 
17.Nd5      Bxd5 
18.Rxd5   f5 
19.gxf6     Rxf6 
20.Qe2     Nf4. 
21.Bxf4     Rxf4(a) 
22.Rd3     Qd7 
23.Nc1      Rcf8 
24.a3        Kh8 
25.Na2      Qh3(b) 
26.Rg3     Qh5 
27.Qg2      Rh4 
28.h3        Qh6 
29.Rb3!     b5 

30.Nb4      Rh5 
31.Qf1       Rh4 
32.Qg2      Rh5 
33.Nxa6    Bh4 
34.Rg4      Bf6 
35.Qe2(c)  Rxh3 
36.Rxb5    Bd8
37.Rb8      Qf6 
38.Nb4      Rxf3 
39.Nd5      Qf7 
40.Qa6!     h5 
41.Rg2      h4 

42.Qxd6    Be7 
43.Qxe5    Rxb8 
44.Qxb8+  Kh7 
45.Qc7      Bf8 
46.Qxf7     Rxf7 
47.Rg4      Rf1+ 
48.Ka2      Rh1 
49.e5         Bc5 
50.e6         Kh6 
51.Rc4!(d) h3 

52.Rxc5     h2 
53.Ne3       Ra1+   
54.Kxa1     h1Q+ 
55.Ka2       Qe4(e) 
56.Re5!      resigns (f) 
a) Both sides have weak backward pawns (f & d files) but White’s knight is a much stronger piece than Black’s bad bishop.

b) Black has found another target, the isolated h pawn.

c) White has to give up the h and also f pawns to avoid a draw by repetition. 

d) A brilliant move - White could of course win the bishop for the e pawn but Black’s pawns would remain dangerous.
e) Although well behind in material despite his queen Black can fight on with the win of the e pawn.  f) 56…Qxe5 57.Ng4+: if the queen moves the e pawn promotes.

The Yokine Fair at 61 Woodrow Ave. on Sunday (10am – 4pm) will include an Adult v Child Chess Challenge and a Chess Joke Competition. Why not attend and participate? Enquiries Steven Pearson of the Maccabi Chess Club 0411 830 569.

SOLUTION: 1.h7+ Kf8 2.Bg6! d2 3.Rf7+ Ke8 4.Nf6+! Bxf6 5.Rg7+ resigns (5…Kg8 6.h8=Q#).

