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In chess problems solutions are often dependent on half-pins. 
 A HALF-PIN consists of two black pieces in a line between
the black king and a long range attacking white piece (Q, R, B). 
When either of the half-pinned pieces moves, the other will 
become fully pinned allowing a PIN-MATE (where a defending
 piece is pinned and therefore helpless). In the problem below 
(Charles Promislo 1921, White to play & mate in 2), a move by 
either of the half-pinned knights allows a PIN-MATE.  The 
difficulty is finding a good waiting move.

While preparing an article on the 2007 World Junior Championships I came across the following two miniatures.  Like most miniatures they highlight the dangers of neglecting development in the opening through bringing out the queen too early &/or pawn grabbing:

Davit Benidze (Georgia) – Avetik Grigoryan (Armenia)
 2007 World Junior Championship

      Kings Indian Defence, Saemisch Variation

1.d4        Nf6 

2.c4         g6

3.Nc3      Bg7 

4.e4         d6

5.f3         0-0

6.Be3       c5(a)
7.dxc       dxc 

8.Qxd8     Rxd8

9.Bxc5    Nc6 

10.Ba3(b) Nd7

11.Nd5    e6 

12.Nc7     Rb8
13.Nb5    a6 

14.Nd6     b5!
15.cxb     axb 

16.Nxb5   Ba6

17.Rc1     Nde5 
18.Nd6     Bxf1

19.Kxf1   Bf8 

20 Nc4     Nxc4

21.Rxc4   Bxa3 
22.bxa3    Rb2!
White resigns (c)
a) A pawn offer to open the position and exploit his superior development.

b) 10.Nd5 can be met by 10…Nd7! 11.Bxe7 Nxe7 12.Nxe7+ Kf8 13.Nd5 Bxb2 with good play for the pawn.

c) White’s position is hopeless – 23.Rc1 Rdd2 or 23.Ke1 Ne5.
Evgeny Romanov (Russia) – Mackenzie Molner (USA)

  2007 World Junior Championship

            Symmetrical English

1.Nf3     Nf6 

2.c4              c5

3.Nc3     e6 

4.g3              Be7

5.Bg2     0-0 

6.0-0             Nc6

7.d4        cxd 

8.Nxd4          Qa5

9.Bf4      Qc5

10.Ndb5!(d)  Qxc4

11.Rc1    Qb4 

12.a3             Qa5

13.b4      Qb6 

14.Nc7          Rb8

15.Na4    Qd4 

16.Qc2          b5

17.Rfd1   Nxb4 
18.axb4        Qxb4

19.Nc3    d6

20.N7xb5!    resigns(e)
d) After the pawn capture Black’s queen will be harassed mercilessly.

e) If 20…Rxb5 21.Rb1 wins the rook.

The CHRISTMAS OPEN (final 2007 WA Grand Prix event) will be held at Legacy House, Mill Point Rd./Frasers Lane, S Perth, Sat 8 (11am-6.15pm) & Sunday 9 December (10.30am-6pm). Discount of $10 for entering  before Dec 6.  Enquiries Andrew Hardegen 0407421084.
SOLUTION:  1.Qc7: if 1…Nd-any 2.d5#: if 1…Nd7 2.Qc4#: if 1…Nb-other 2.Qc8#.

