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Richard Reti (1889-1929), was as one of the leaders of the Hypermodern school of chess which is  characterised by control of the centre by piece play rather than pawn occupation. His greatest period 





of successes was between 1918 and 1920 when he was 





ranked among the world’s top players and gained a






number of tournament victories. At the great 1924






New York tournament, where he came  5th, Reti






was winner of the brilliancy prize against Bogoljubov





and the
only player to
defeat Capablanca.  His ‘Modern





Ideas in Chess’ is one
of the
most popular books on 





the game.  He was taken ill with scarlet fever while






working on his second book, ‘Masters of the Chess 






Board’, and died at the early age of 40.  

  In Reti-Brach, 1918, 


White wins in 3 moves:
In 1920 Reti inflicted two defeats on the future world champion Max Euwe, remarkable for the fact that each of the games involved the sacrifice of both rooks to a marauding queen:



              EUWE  -  RETI



             Amsterdam 1920



          Two Knights Defence



1.e4         e5

2.Nf3      Nc6



3.Bc4       Nf6 

4.d4         exd



5.0-0        Nxe4 
6.Re1       d5



7.Bxd5!    Qxd5 
8.Nc3       Qa5



9.Nxd4     Nxd4
10.Qxd4   f5



11.Bg5(a) Qc5 
12. Qd8+  Kf7



13.Nxe4    fxe4 
14.Rad1    Bd6!(b)


15.Qxh8    Qxg5 
16.f4(c)    Qh4


17.Rxe4     Bh3! 
18.Qxa8    Bc5+



19.Kh1      Bxg2+! 
20.Kxg2    Qg4+



White resigns(d)
a) With Black so undeveloped and his king badly exposed, a quick win for White might be expected.
b) The start of a series of brilliant table-turning sacrifices.

c) Black was threatening 16…Bh3.

d) 21.Kf1 Qf3+ 22.Ke1 Qf2#.



RETI  -  EUWE




Rotterdam 1920

                         Dutch Defence, Staunton Gambit



1.d4       f5 

2.e4        fxe 



3.Nc3     Nf6 

4.Bg5     g6



5.f3         exf 

6.Nxf3    Bg7


7.Bd3      c5 

8.d5        Qb6



9.Qd2      Qxb2 
10.Rb1    Nxd5!?(a)


11.Nxd5! Qxb1+ 
12.Kf2    Qxh1



13.Bxe7   d6 

14.Bxd6  Nc6



15.Bb5     Bd7 
16.Bxc6  bxc6



17.Qe2+  resigns(b) 

a) If now 11.Rxb2 Bxc3. However White has a brilliant refutation giving up both rooks to attack Black’s vulnerable king.

b) 17…Kd8 18.Bc7+ Kc8 19.Qa6# or 17…Kf7 18.Ng5+ Kg8 19.Ne7+ Kf8 20.Nxg6+ Kg8 21.Qc4+ & mates. Nothing hypermodern about these two games!
SOLUTION:  1.Rxb7+! Qxb7 2.Qf7+ Kc8 (2…Kxd6 3.Qxb7) 3.Qe8#. 
Today sees the start of the annual Corus Wiik aan Zee tournaments which features Anand, Kramnik and Topolov together with nine more of the world’s top 20 ranked players in the main 14 person event. Results and games will be given in future articles.

