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The now annual Linares Tournament has evolved from its humble beginnings in 1978 to become possibly the most prestigious event in the chess calendar.  For the third year the event has been divided between Morelia (Mexico) and Linares (Spain) with eight of the world’s leading grandmasters competing in a double round robin.  Although the competition is now well into the second half, I shall confine this report to the Morrelia section.  World champion Viswanathan (India) led at the half-way stage with 4.5/7, followed by Alexei Shirov (Spain) and Veselin Topalov (Bulgaria), both with 4/7.  Interestingly the participants come from eight different countries but, with the absence of Vladimir Kramnik, there is no Russian playing, something akin to a lack of Americans on the Oscar Winners’ list. 
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Here is a position 

from the Round 7 

Shirov-Radjabov 

game: can you find 

White’s winning 

(3 moves)?

Anand suffered his only loss in Round 2 against 2006 winner Levon Aronian (Armenia) when he was unable to beat off a fierce kingside attack, succumbing to a winning interference sacrifice :
          Viswanathan Anand   -   Levon Aronian 

    Morelia / Linares 2008. Round 2. 

           Ruy Lopez, Marshall (Counter) Gambit

1.e4             e5 
2.Nf3        Nc6 


3.Bb5          a6 
4.Ba4        Nf6 


5.0-0           Be7 
6.Re1        b5 


7.Bb3          0-0 
8.c3           d5(a) 


9.exd5         Nxd5 
10.Nxe5    Nxe5 


11.Rxe5       c6 
12.Re1      Bd6 


13.g3           Re8(b) 
14.d4        Rxe1+       


15.Qxe1      Ra7 
16.Be3      Re7 


17.Nd2        Qe8 
18.Nf1      h5 


19.a4           Be6 
20.Bd1      h4 


21.axb5       axb5 
22.Bf3       Bh3 


23.Bxd5      cxd5 
24.Qd1      f5!(c) 


25.Bg5(d)   Re4 
26.Bxh4    Qg6 


27.Bd8        f4 
28.Qd3      Qh5 


29.Nd2(e)   Re2 
30.Nf3?     Re3!! 


31.fxe3(f)   Qxf3 
32.Qc2      fxg3 


33.hxg3      Qxg3+ 
34.Kh1      Bf5! 

White resigns.

a) At the cost of a pawn the Marshall Gambit gives Black superior development and forces White to weaken his kingside.
b) 13…Qh4 is the most common move.  Black’s plan in the present game is to exchange a pair of rooks enabling Black’s second rook to control the open e file.
c) Sacrificing a second pawn to press on with the attack. 
d) 25.Qb3 here and on the next move appears better. 
e) White’s position is most difficult and his attempt to reposition his knight on f3 (heading for e5 perhaps) gives Black an opportunity to pull off a winning interference sacrifice. 
f) An interference sacrifice closes a line of protection – in this case the queen’s protection of the knight on f3 is stopped by the capture of the Black rook by the f pawn.     
The 2008 Hale School Junior GP tournament will be held tomorrow from 1 – 6pm at the John Inverarity Music and Drama Centre.  There will be Under 18, U14, U12 & U10 sections. Please enrol before 12.40.  Details or enquiries jacksouth@iinet.net.au or 9271 1006.

SOLUTION: 1.g6 (1.Qc4 threatening 2.g6 is met by 1…b5! 2.cxb Nxb6) and  B1ack resigns (1…rook moves 2.Qc4+, king moves 3.Ra2 traps the queen).
