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Twelve of the world’s top Grandmasters have been competing in the annual Amber Blindfold and Rapid-Play tournament, held this year in the French resort of Nice between 15 and 27 March with prize money of over $400,000.  Each player plays his opponents twice, once in Rapid-Play and once Blindfold (players are not literally blindfolded but print their moves on computers which transfer the moves to large screens for the spectators).  Winner was Levon Aronian (Armenia) with 14.5/22, a long way ahead of Vladimir Kramnik (Russia), Peter Leko (Hungary), Veselin Topalov (Bulgaria) and Magnus Carlsen (Norway), all on 12.  Aronian won the Rapid-Play outright with 8/11 and shared first place in the Blindfold with Kramnik, Alexander Morozevich (Russia) and Topalov, all with 6.5/11.  World champion Viswanathan Anand (India) scored only 11/22 but did produce a truly  astounding winning move in his Rapid-Play Round 1 game against Kramnik, his opponent later in the year in defence of his world title.  
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Kramnik – Anand 


(after White’s 42.axb6): 


Black to play and win 


(3 moves):
Here is another Anand win, this time in Blindfold:

  Boris Gelfand  -  Viswanathan Anand


     2008 Amber: Blindfold Round 10


   Queens Gambit, Semi-Slav Defence


1.d4 
    d5 

  2.c4 

c6


3.Nf3 
    Nf6 

  4.Nc3 
e6


5.e3 
    Nbd7 
  6.Bd3 
dxc


7.Bxc4     b5 

  8.Bd3 
Bb7


9.a3 
    Bd6 

  10.0-0
0-0


11.Qc2     a6 

  12.b4 
a5


13.Rb1     axb 

  14.axb 
Qe7


15.e4 
     e5 

  16.dxe 
Nxe5


17.Nxe5   Bxe5 
  18.Ne2 
Qe6


19.f4 
     Ra2 
  20.Qd1 
Ba1!


21.e5 
     c5! 

  22.exf6 
Bd4+


23.Rf2(a) Bxf2+ 
  24.Kxf2 
Qd5


25.Bb2     Qxg2+ 
  26.Ke1
c4


27.Bc2     Bf3  and wins (b)
a) if 23.Kh1 Qh3 24.Rg1 Bxg1 25.Qxg1 c4 winning.

b) continued – 28.fxg7 Re8 29.Be5 f6 30.Bxh7+ Kxh7 31.g8=Q+ Kxg8 White resigns.

After the success of the Fischer Random tournament last year, the event is again part of the CAWA calendar, scheduled for Sunday 13 April at Legacy House, Mill Point Rd ./ Frasers Lane, S.Perth, on Sunday 13 April, 11am – 6pm (entries accepted up to 10.45am).  In Random Chess pieces are shuffled along the back rank with Black mirroring White.  Bishops must be on opposite colour squares and kings are placed between the rooks allowing normal castling positions.  There will be five rounds with 20 minutes + 15 second time limits and 1st, 2nd and 3rd prizes as well as junior prizes.  Look on cawa.org.au for entry form.
SOLUTION:  Kramnik may have been expecting 42…Rh1+ 43.Bxh1 Qh2+ 44.Kf1 Qxh1+ 45.Ke2 Qe4+ 46.Kd1 Rh1+ 47.Kd2 Qd4+ 47.Ke2 Qe4+ drawing but Anand unleashed the amazing 42...Qf3!!! (threat 43…Rh1+): White played 43.cxb7+ but after 43…Kf5 resigned (44.Bxf3 gxf3 45.b8=Q Rh1# - a marvelous finish, two queens down!).
