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Are you familiar with the term

‘Knight Tour’?  It refers to a

 

position in a problem in which


White has eight possible knight


moves.  In the position below 


(Latzel 1956), White mates in 2:

News of the Amber Blindfold & Rapid-Play caused a delay in reporting the second Grand Prix event of the year, the Gufeld Cup, played over Easter with 24 entrants. The event was won in convincing style by teenager Yita Choong with 5.5/6, dropping his only half point in the last round.  Second was Stephanus Kurniawan (4.5), followed by Gordon Dunlop, Marc Vliestra, David Ellis, Tom Donaldson, Haydn Barber, Ned Tomic, all on 4.  Under 1800 – 1st Ned Tomic (4), 2nd Ryan Sam (3.5): Under 1500 – 1st Shyam Balaji (3.5), 2nd Chris Cuellar (3): Under 1250 Junior – 1st Chirag Saroha (3), 2nd Verity Williams (2.5).  It was pleasing to have so many juniors taking part and winning prizes and to see 14 times WA champion Haydn Barber return to the board after a year’s lay-off.  Haydn was clearly rather rusty but lost only the following game (notes based on those supplied by Gordon):


            Gordon Dunlop - Haydn Barber


               2008 Gufeld Cup, Round 2


                Sicilian, Snyder Variation


1.  e4          c5 


2.  Nf3            Nc6


3.  b3          d6 

4.  Bb2           e6 


5.  Be2        Nf6 

6.  O-O           Be7 


7.  d4          Nxe4 

8.  dxc5          Bf6(a) 


9.  Bxf6      Qxf6 

10. Na3          Nc3(b)  

11. Qd2       Nxe2+ 

12. Qxe2        dxc5 


13. Nc4       O-O 

14. Rad1        Rb8 

15. Nd6       b6 

16. Qe4          Nb4 


17. Ne5       Ba6 

18. Nd7          Qe7 


19. Nxf8     Rxf8(c) 

20. c4             Nax2 


21. Rd3(d)  Nb4

22. Rdd1(e)    h6 

23. f4          Qc7?(f) 

24. f5              exf5 


25. Nxf5     Kh8 

26. Nxh6!(g)   gxh6

27. Rf6       Kg7 

28. Rdd6(h)    Rg8

29. Qh4      Kf8 

30. Rxh6         Qe7??(i) 

31. Rd8+    resigns 

a) 8…Nxc5 is more double-edged as Black could attempt to benefit from the half-open g file if White takes on g7.
b) Black chooses to remove the White bishop but falls behind in development. 10…dxc may transpose – 11.Qd3 Nc3 12.Nc4 Nxe2+.

c) Not 19…Bxf1?? 20.Qxh7+ Kxf8 21.Qh8#.

d) 21.f4 should be played. 

e) Admitting his previous move was a waste of time: if 21.Rh3? f5 puts Black on top.

f) 23…f5 (stopping White's f5) followed by establishing the knight on d4 creates a strong defendable position for Black.
g) With his minor pieces offside Black will find it difficult to defend his weakened kingside.

h) Haydn thought 28.Rdf1 was better and soon wins considerable material (eg 28 ... Bc8 29 Qe3 Rh8 30 Rxf7+ Qxf7 31 Qe5+). 
i) Loses immediately but if 30…Ke8 31.Rd2 maintains the attack, eg 31…Bc8 32.Rhd6 Nc6 33.Rxc6! or 31…Bb7 (31…Nc6? Rxc6!) 32.Rh8 (not 32.Rhd6? Rxg2+!) 32…Rxh8 33.Qxh8+ Ke7 34.Re2+. 
The Fischer Random Tournament was won by Marc Vliestra (4/5). Denis Holland led into the final round but a loss to Haydn Barber relegated him to second.

The next Grand Prix event is the popular South West Open to be played in Bunbury May 17/18.  Look on CAWA website cawa.org.au for entry & map. Enquiries Julian Painter 97958044 or 97250844.
SOLUTION: Seven knight moves fail to guarantee mate - 1.Nf6? d5! / 1.Nxd6? g2! / 1.Nc5? dxc5! / 1.Nc3? d5! / 1.Nxg3? Kf4!  That leaves only 1.Ng5! if 1…Kf4/Kd4/g2 2.Qe4#: if 1…d5 2.Qf6#.
