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Founded in 1891 the Perth Chess Club is the oldest club in WA.  It
has suffered a number of  ups and downs during its long existence
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and endured a number of moves prior to its establishment at North
Woodvale Primary where it is attended by a group of about twenty
enthusiasts of diverse abilities. Its list of champions has included
many of WA’s past champions including (post WW II) Perth’s
current president Wolfgang Leonhardt, Paul Foster, Vern Stannard, 
Haydn Barber, and Bill Ballantyne.  One of the most notable names 
among its champions is Mary Thomson, Australia’s top rated woman 
during the 1980s, who sadly passed away earlier this year. Here are 
examples of Mary’s play: in Thomson - J Johnson White to play and 
win (5 moves):


     Mark  SIMMONDS  -  Mary THOMSON


                  1984 WA Championship


                        English Opening


1.c4 

e5 

2.Nc3 

Nf6


3.g3 

g6 

4.Bg2 

Bg7


5.e3 

0-0 

6.Nge2(a) 
d6


7.0-0 

Nc6 

8.d3 

Bd7


9.Nd5 

Qc8 

10.Re1 
Nxd5


11.Bxd5(b)
Ne7 

12.Bh1 
Bc6


13.f3(c) 
f5 

14.e4(d) 
fxe 


15.dxe4(e) 
Qe6 

16.Qc2 
Rf7


17.Be3 
a6 

18.b3 

Raf8


19.Nc3 
Qc8 

20.Rad1 
b6


21.Rd3 
Bd7 

22.Red1 
Bh3 


23.Bf2 
Nc6 

24.a3 

Nd4

25.Bxd4 
exd4 

26.Nd5 
Qg4!


27.Nxc7(f) 
Rxf3! 

28.Bxf3 
Rxf3


29.Rxf3 
Qxf3 

30.Ne6?(g) 
Bxe6(h)

31.Rf1 and resigns(i)
a) A flexible system with opportunities to challenge the centre with d4 or f4 or advance on the queenside.
b) Black is now able to challenge the White bishop’s control of the h1/a8 diagonal. 11.cxd5, creating a half-open file, would give White queenside play.

c) Rather artificial: 13.Bxc6 Nxc6 followed by Nc3/d5, Rb1 & b4 is more thematic.

d) Allowing Black to open lines on the kingside. The more logical 14.Rb1 was likely to be met by 14…g5.
e) 15.fxe is duller and safer.

f) 27.fxg4? loses to 27…Rf1+ 28.Rxf1 Rxf1#. White grabs a pawn based on the overworked Black rook on f7 (27…Rxc7? 28.fxg4) but is ripped apart by a decisive exchange sacrifice.
g) A blunder but with mating threats on g2 and f1 White is helpless against the advance of the d pawn (30.Re1 d3! 31.Qf2 Bd4! – 32.Re3 Bxe3 - 32.Qxd4 Qg2#).

h) Winning comfortably but more aesthetically pleasing was 30…d3! 31.Qd2 Bc3! 
i) I am indebted to Wolfgang Leonhardt for providing a number of Mary’s games previously published in his and Paul Foster’s columns.

A longstanding event in the Perth Club’s calendar is the THOMSON CUP named in honour of Mary Thomson who was one of its longest active members. It will be played over seven Wednesdays commencing May 14. If interested please contact Norbert Muller 9409 9579.

And don’t forget to submit entries to the SW OPEN (May 17/18 – contact Julian Painter 9795 8044 / 9725 8440) and the METRO OPEN (commencing May 29 – contact Kelvin Taylor (h) 9381 7854 /                                           (w) 9416 0551).
SOLUTION: 1.Nxh7! Rxh7 2.Qxg6+ Rg7 3.Qh5 Qg5 4.Qh8+ Kf7 5.Rf3+ wins (5…Ke7 6.Qf8#).
