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This week and next will each contain a problem






involving promotion and a game with an early
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positional queen sacrifice which puts the opponent


under severe pressure.  In Mecking–Thimman


Black has offered the exchange of queens expecting


to pick up the isolated c pawn if White accepts the 

challenge.  Can you see what Black missed (4 moves)?

        
Veselin Topolov  -  Tiemour Radjabov

       
4th M-Tel Masters, Sofia 2008, Round 10


        
Sicilian Defence, Kalashnikov Variation



1.e4 

c5 

2.Nf3 

Nc6



3.d4 

cxd 

4.Nxd4 
e5



5.Nb5 

d6 

6.N1c3 
a6



7.Na3 

b5 

8.Nd5 

Nf6



9.c4 

b4 

10.Nxf6+ 
Qxf6



11.Nc2 
Qg6 

12.Ne3 
Be7(a)


13.g3 

Nd4 

14.Bg2 
Bb7 



15.Nf5 
Qxf5!! 

16.exf5 
Bxg2 



17.Rg1 
Bf3!(b) 
18.Qd3 
d5



19.cxd 

Rc8 

20.Be3 
Nc2+



21.Kf1(c) 
e4!(d) 

22.Qxa6 
0-0



23.Rb1 
Nxe3+ 

24.fxe3 
Rc2



25.h4 

Rd8 

26.Qb7 
Kf8



27.a4 

Rd2 

28.Rc1

R2xd5 


29.Rc8 
Rd1+ 

30.Kf2 
Rd2+



31.Ke1 
Rd1+ & draws by perpetual check (e)
a) 12…Qxe5 is too risky – 13.Bd3 Qd4 14.Qf3! with considerable pressure.

b) This is better than 17.Nf3+ 18.Ke2 Nxg1+ 19.Qxg1 Bb7 20.f3! 0-0 21.Qb6. 

c) 21.Kd2 is no better – 21…Nxa1 22.Rxa1 Rd8 and Black will double rooks on an open d file.
d) 21…Nxa1 is met strongly by 22.d6.
e) White fought back well to gain his half point.

Here’s another early queen sacrifice, again finishing with perpetual check:



             Gyula Sax  -  Yasser Seirwan



    1989 Grandmasters Grand Prix (Brussels)



                           Pirc Defence



1.e4 

d6 

2.d4 

Nf6



3.Nc3 

g6 

4.f4 

Bg7



5.Nf3 

c5 

6.Bb5+ 
Bd7



7.e5 

Ng4 

8.e6 

fxe6!(a)



9.Ng5 

Bxb5 

10.Nxe6 
Bxd4!



11.Nxd8(b) 
Bf2+ 

12.Kd2 
Be3+


Draw

a) A novelty: previously 8…Bxb5 9.exf7+ Kd7 10.Nxb5 Qa5+ 11.Nc3 cxd Nxd4 was played.
b) White could have tried 1.Nxb5 Qa5+ 12.c3 Bf2+ 13.Kd2 Be3+ 14.Kc2 Qa4+ with a wild position.

The Perth Open (WA Grand Prix event) will be held tomorrow and Sunday at N. Woodvale Primary and is open to the general public.  Play starts tomorrow at 10am with late entries accepted up to 9am. Entry on CAWA website cawa.org.au and enquiries Norbert Muller 9409 9579.

How would you like to take on one of Australia’s three grandmasters?  Darryl Johansen will be in Perth June 23 to July 2 and besides visiting clubs will take on all comers at Legacy House on Sat 28 and Sun 29 June. See CAWA website cawa.org.au or enquire Haydn Barber 9398 4242.

The WA Championship will be played on nine successive Sundays commencing on July 6.  See CAWA website or contact Haydn Barber (details above). 
SOLUTION: 1.Qxb5 cxb5 2.c6 Ke7 3.g5! resigns (3…hxg 4.h6).
