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   As stated last week, Sergey Karjakin defeated Nigel Short

    7.5-2.5 in a recent Rapid Play match in Kiev.  The match

        was sponsored by the Ukraine mobile operator, Life,

    pitting the18 year old Ukranian prodigy against his coach.

    Today’s position shows a win by Karjakin when only 13,

   Karjakin – Koteniuk (5 moves – move 3 is the difficult one):
Nigel Short was himself a chess prodigy.  At the age of 12 he qualified for the British Championship and defeated 10 times winner Jonathan Penrose. At 14 he tied for first place in the British Championship, losing a play-off.  He was awarded the title of Grandmaster at the age of 17 and was later to qualify to play Gary Kasparov for the world title after defeating ex-world champion Anatoly Karpov in an elimination final.  Now past his best Short was no match for one of today’s young super stars and lost all five games as Black. Short did manage to come out even as White and here is one of his two wins:




Nigel Short  -  Sergei Karjakin



           Rapid Play Match 2008, Game 4



                         Closed Sicilian


1.e4 

c5 

2.Nc3 

d6 



3.Nge2 
Nf6 

4.f4(a) 

e5     


5.d3 

Nc6 

6.Ng3(b) 
Be7    


7.Be2 

Nd4 

8.0–0 

exf4 



9.Bxf4 
0–0 

10.Kh1 
d5 



11.Bf3 
Nxf3 

12.gxf3(c) 
Be6    


13.Rg1 
Re8 

14.Qe2 
g6 



15.Rae1 
Rc8 

16.Qf2 
Qb6 



17.Be5! 
dxe4(d) 
18.Ncxe4 
Nd7     


19.Bc3(e) 
c4 

20.Bd4 
Qa6 



21.dxc4 
Qxc4 

22.c3 

Qxa2 


23.Nh5! 
Qa5 

24.Ng7! 
Rf8 


25.Qd2(f) 
Rc4 

26.Qh6 
Rxd4   


27.Nxe6 
fxe6 

28.Rxg6+! 
Kf7(g)   


29.Rg7+ 
Ke8 

30.Qxe6 
Kd8



31.Qxe7+ 
Kc7?(h) 
32.Qxf8 
resigns  
a) Short avoids 4.d4, d3 or g3 which would channel the game into regular lines.  

b) White continues to keep the game off the beaten track: 6.g3 would transpose into a regular Sicilian (Smyslov) Closed position.      

c) This maintains White’s grip on the centre and gains a half-open g file. 

d) If 17...Qxb2 18.exd5.      
e) In three moves White has transferred his bishop to an attacking diagonal and with his two knights and king’s rook aggressively placed is well positioned to attack Black’s king.  
f) Heading for h6 to deliver mate. 
g) Black loses quickly if he captures the rook – 28…hxg6 29.Qxg6+ Kh8 30.Qh6+ Kg8 31.Rg1+.      

h) If 31…Kc8 32.Nd6+ or 32.Nc5! wins easily.

After three rounds of the WA Championship Tim Hare and Marc Vliestra share the lead.  Round 3 top board results: Yita Choong = Tristan Boyd, Stephanus Kurniawan 0 Tim Hare 1, David Ellis 0 Marc Vliestra 1, Gordon Dunlop 1 Dennis Holland 0, Dave Dempster 0 Hayd Barber 1.  Round 4 top board pairings: Hare (3) – Vliestra (3), Boyd (2.5) – Dunlop (2.5), Barber (2.5) – Choong (2.5).  
SOLUTION: 1.Rc8+ Qe8 (1…Qf8 2.Bxd5+ Kh8 3.Rxf8#) 2.Rxe8+ Kf7 3.Ra8! resigns (3…Rxa8 4.Bxd5+ /5.Bxa8). 
