CHESS   Friday 1 August 2008                David Ellis  9276 1822 / openfile@bigpond.com     1

After four rounds of the WA Championship Tim Hare remains the sole player with a 100% score after a piece sacrifice fatally exposed Marc Vliestra’s uncastled king.  Many times champion Haydn Barber had to settle for a draw against a stubborn defence from teenager Yita Choong.  Defending champion Tristan Boyd defeated Gordon Dunlop to stay a half point behind Hare whom he will play on Sunday.  Other top pairings: Kurniawan (3) v Ned Tomic (3), Vliestra v Barber, Choong (3) v Eddy Seah (3).  
[image: image1.png]%//

///
e

/%

%%
/ﬂ% 0
n |





   In Round 1 Boyd faced

 unexpectedly stiff resistance    

from Mohammad Jahangirian

   for over 90 moves.  In the

     position below Tristan

    (Black) has just played 


  1…Nc2.  Will Black win 


  or can White gain a draw?

The Harris Trophy competition was held last week with Metro hosting Huntingdale and Perth.  

Despite fielding teams in all three Divisions the home club failed to win a match, losing all three 

by the narrowest of margins:



    A Division: Huntingdale 2.5   Metro 1.5 



    M. Horstmann - A. Hardegen = 



    H. Barber - M. Vlestra 1-0 



    T. Hare - L. Taylor 1-0 



    D. Holland - G. Dunlop 0-1  
    B Division: Perth 2.5  Metro 1.5 


  C Division: Perth 2.5  Metro 1.5 
    R. List - R. Baumgartner = 


  M . Daniels - W. Sheridan 1-0

    P. Dix - R. Shaw 1-0 



  J. Klimzak - K. Taylor = 
    A. Janeski - M. Jahangirian 1-0 


  C. Walker - A. Arnold 0-1  

    A. Patron - C. Cuellar 0-1 



  V. Marcou  - T. Allsop 1-0  
Unfortunately team chess in WA seems to be increasingly considered less and less important, mainly due to the concentration of players into fewer clubs. This is in sharp contrast to my experience in the UK where most of my chess was team orientated.  At my last club, Richmond and Twickenham, we fielded teams in the National Club Championship, the London League, the Surrey League and the Thames Valley League.  There was also a thriving county championship, a competition in which I represented Cornwall, Yorkshire and Kent.  Here is a game from this year’s English County Championship in which Lancashire gained their second championship in two years, defeating Middlesex 9-7



           J Sumner – S Coles 




2008 English Counties Final (Bd 12) 



                           Torre Attack



1.d4 

Nf6 

2.Nc3 

d5 


3.Bg5 

e6 

4.Nf3 

Be7 


5.Bxf6 
Bxf6 

6.e4 

dxe4 


7.Nxe4 
Nd7(a) 
8.Bd3 

b6      



9.Qe2 

Bb7 

10.0–0–0 
Qe7 


11.Kb1

0–0 

12.g4 

g6 


13.h4  

c5 

14.c3 

a6



15.Rh3 
b5 

16.Nxf6+ 
Qxf6 


17.g5 

Qf4 

18.h5 

Rfe8 


19.hxg6 
fxg6 

20.Rdh1 
Bxf3?(b)


21.Rxf3(c) 
Qxg5 

22.Rg3 
Qf6 


23.Rxh7! 
Nf8(d)  
24.Qh5 
Re7



25.Rxe7 
Qxe7 

26.Bxg6 
resigns 

a) The game has transposed into a French Defence.

b) 20...e5! gives Black hope - 21.Bxg6? hxg6 22.Rh8+ Kf7 23.R1h7+ Ke6. 

c) Not 21.Rxh7 Bxh1)
d) If 23...Kxh7 24.Qh5+ Kg8 25.Rxg6+ Qxg6 26.Qxg6+ Kf8 27.Qh7 Nf6 (27...Re7 28.Qh8+ Kf7 
29.Qxa8) 28.Qh6+ Ke7 29.Qg7+ wins) 
SOLUTION: White attempted to sacrifice his rook for the pawns with 2.Rxf4 but was foiled by 2…Ne1! and White resigned (3.Rf2 Nf3+ 4.Rxf3+ Kxf3 5.Kh2 Kf2). A better try is 2.Re3+! f3 (either capture is stalemate and if 2…Kg4 3.Re4, threatening 4.Rxf4, 3… Ne3, and not now 4.Rxe3 fxe3 5.Kxg2 Kf4 6.Kg1 Kg3! 7.Kf1 Kf3 winning but 8.Ra4 and how is Black to make progress?) 3.Re2! Ne1! (3…Nd4 4.Rxg2+! draw) 4.Re3 (not 4.Ra2 f2+! 5.Rxf2 Nf3+ winning) 4…Nc2 5.Re2! Ne1 6.Re3 draw 
