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     In Panfilov – Novochenin
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 (USSR 1975) White, threatened 


   with mate, seems to have little 


 hope facing Black’s two queens.  


 However a sensational sacrifice 


gains mate against overwhelming 


           odds in 4 moves:

The World Junior Championships have recently concluded in Gaziantep, Turkey.  India’s Abhiject Gupta faced England’s David Howell in the final round with the title up for grabs for the winner.  Gupta won well to gain a winning score of 10/13 leaving Howell with 9 in equal third place.  Philippines’ Wesley So, the world’s youngest Grandmaster at 14, came equal eighth with 8.5 (109 competitors).  Howell had a gruelling tournament with two of his games, a win and a loss, lasting over 120 moves each.  Here is one of his wins:



    D. Howell – R. Pruijssers 



  2008 World Junior, Round 2 



             Giuoco Piano 


1.e4 

e5 

2.Nf3 

Nc6 

3.Bc4 

Bc5

4.c3 

Nf6 

5.d3(a) 
a6(b) 

6.Bb3 

Ba7 

7.0–0 

d6 

8.Re1 

h6 


9.Nbd2 
0–0 

10.Nf1 
Ne7 

11.Ng3 
Ng6 

12.d4 

Re8

13.h3 

b5 

14.d5 

Bb7 

15.Nh2
 
c6 

16.dxc6 
Bxc6 

17.Ng4 
Nxg4 

18.Qxg4 
Qf6 

19.Nf5 
Kh7 

20.h4! 

Ne7 

21.Ne3! 
Rad8 

22.a4 

Bc5 

23.axb5 
axb5 

24.Bc2 
b4 


25.cxb4 
Bd7 

26.Qh5 
Bxb4 

27.Nd5(c) 
Nxd5 

28.exd5+ 
Kg8 

29.Re3! 
Rc8 

30.Rf3 
Qe7 


31.Bxh6!! 
Rxc2(d) 
32.Bxg7 
f5       

33.Bh6! 
Rc4 

34.Rg3+ 
Rg4 

35.Rxg4+ 
fxg4 

36.Qg6+ 
Kh8 

37.Bg5 
resigns (e) 

a) The Italian name Giuoco Piano is translated as the Quiet Game.  Nevertheless it can produce extremely sharp lines with 5.d4 exd 6.cxd Bb4+ 7.Nc3!? (7.Bd2 is the safe alternative) 7…Nxe4 
8.0-0 although this line has been extensively analysed (as has the Evans Gambit 4.b4!? Bxb4 5.c3 Ba4 6.d4).  Modern Chess Openings in commenting on the quiet line with d3 states, ‘It creates no immediate threats and leads to a dullish formation where both players must rely on their natural ability.’

b) The Howell-Gupta game went 5…0-0 6.0-0 d5 7.exd Nxd5 and White gained a small advantage only to spoil his position by an ill-advised kingside pawn advance.

c) This opens an attacking diagonal for the white square bishop.
d) If 31…gxh6 32.Rg3+ Kf8 33.Qxh6#.

e) 37…Qg7 38.Bf6.

In the seventh round of the WA Championship defending champion Tristan Boyd was held to a draw by twelve times champion Haydn Barber.  This enabled Tim Hare, who defeated Mohammad Jahangirian, to join Boyd in top place with 6/7 with Barber in third with 5.5.  Stephanus Kurniawan and Eddy Seah with wins over Ganesh Viswanath and Dave Dempster reached 5/7 to remain in touch with the leaders.  Top board draws for Round 8: Hare – Barber, Kurniawan – Boyd, Seah – Viswanath (4.5), Dempster (4) – Dunlop (4.5), Vliestra (4) – Choong (4), Jahangirian (4) – Ellis (4).
SOLUTION:  1.Qh6+!! gxh6 2.Rxf6+ Kg7 (2…Kh5 3.Rh6#) 3.Bh6+ Kg8 4.Rf8#.

