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A sparkling win by this



week’s featured player,



 Topolov – Ljubojevic,



  2005: White to play



   and win (3 moves):
The World Grand Slam Final held in the Spanish city of Balboa finished early this week.  The six competitors qualified for the event by being the top performers in the Corus, Mirrelia-Linares and Mtel Masters events, all super-GM tournaments. The playing venue was a glass bubble playing hall in the Plaza Nueva in the centre of Balboa’s old town.  Prize monies totalled 400,000 Euros and competition was fierce with wins scoring 3 points and no draws allowed without permission from an adjudicating panel.  Winner was Bulgarian Veselin Topolov with 17 points (+4, =5, -1) with Norwegian teenager Magnus Carlsen and Armenian Levon Aronian a long way behind on 13 points.  Indian Viswanathan Anand who will contest a world championship later this year against Russian Vladimir Kramnik failed to win a game and finished last.  


Veselin Topalov – Viswanathan Anand 


   2008 Grand Slam Final, Bilbao (Rd 4) 


            Queen’s Indian Defence

1.d4 

Nf6

2.c4 

e6 

3.Nf3 

b6 

4.g3 

Ba6 

5.Qc2 
Bb7(a) 
6.Bg2 
c5 


7.d5!? 
exd5 

8.cxd5 
Nxd5 

9.0–0 

Be7 

10.Rd1 
Qc8 

11.a3 

Nf6 

12.Bg5
d5

13.Bxf6 
Bxf6 

14.Nc3 
Bxc3(b) 


15.bxc3 
Na6 

16.Nh4! 
g6(c)

17.Bxd5 
Bxd5 

18.Rxd5 
0–0 

19.Rad1 
Nc7 

20.Rd7 
Ne6 

21.Qe4 
Qe8 

22.Nf3 
c4(d) 


23.Qh4!(e) 
Nc5 

24.Re7 
Rd8(f) 

25.Rf1! 
resigns(g) 
a) This seeming waste of a tempo will mean White will now lose a pawn if he plays d5.
b) If 14...d4 15.Ne4 Be7 16.Nxd4! cxd4 17.Qxc8+ Bxc8 18.Nd2 or 14...Qd7 15.Nxd5 Bxd5 16.Ne5 Bxe5 17.Bxd5 Nc6 18.Qe4. 
c) If 16...Qe6 17.Nf5 0–0 18.c4! Nc7 19.cxd5 Qf6 (19…Bxd5? 20.Bxd5 Nxd5 21.Rxd5! Qxd5? 22.Ne7+) 20.e4 gives White a strong centre. 
d) 22...Nd4!? 23.Ne5 Nc6 24.f4 Nxe5 25.fxe5 b5 26.R1d6 a5 27.e6 !  or 22...Rd8 23.Qb7. 

e) Topalov ignores the c pawn and goes for the king 
f) If 24...Qa4 25.Rd6 totally dominates (eg 25...Rad8 26.Rxf7! Kxf7 27.Ne5+ Kg8 28.Rxd8 Rxd8 29.Qxd8+ or 24...Qc6 25.Ng5 h5 26.Qf4 winning the f pawn). 
g) 25…Qc6 26.Ng5 h5 27.Nxf7! Rxf7 28.Rxf7 Kxf7 29.Qxd8 winning. 
The Maccabi Chess Club will be holding a NOVICE  TOURNAMENT on Sunday 21 September from 1.30pm to 5pm.  Information Steven Pearson sp001dug@hotmail.com or 0411 830 569. 

The FISCHER  MEMORIAL  RANDOM  CHESS  TOURNAMENT will be held on Sat 27 & Sun 28 September at Legacy House, South Perth.  Rounds 1, 2  12.30pm to 5.30pm Sat (please enroll by 12.15), Rounds 3-5 Sun 11am to 6.15.  Enquiries Haydn Barber hadix@vianet.net.au or 9398 4242.

SOLUTION: 1.Rxe6+! resigns (1…Qxe6 2.Qxe6+ dxe6 3.Rd8#).
