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‘I   WILL  NOT  CEASE  FROM  MENTAL  FIGHT.’
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These words from William Blake’s poem ‘Jerusalem’ could be the motto 
 of players featured in today’s column.  The Argentinian Miguel Najdorf 
  (born Moishe Najdorf in Warsaw) was one of the top ten players in the 
  world in the 1940s and 1950s while Arnold Denker was a great rival of 
Fine and Reshevsky in the USA in the 1930s and 1940s and US champion 
1944 to 1946.  The position from Najdorf – Denker 1996 was played when 
      Najdorf was 86 and Denker 81. White to play and win (3 moves):

Born in New Zealand in 1921 Bob Wade emigrated to England in 1946.  He won the British Championship in 1952 and 1970 and has represented England in five Olympiads (and New Zealand once).  At the 2008 Staunton Memorial, won by English GM Michael Adams, Bob was not only the lowest rated player and the only non GM but also at 87 many, many years older than any of the other eleven players. He finished up losing all his games. We shall feature not one of his losses from that event but a victory forty years earlier against Wolfgang Uhlmann, the leading player from East Germany:


                R. Wade – W. Uhlmann


                       Skopje 1968 

      French Defence, Tarrasch Variation


1.e4 

e6 

2.d4 

d5


3.Nd2 
Nf6

 4.e5 

Nfd7 


5.f4 

c5 

6.c3 

Nc6 


7.Ndf3 
cxd4 

8.cxd4 
h5 


9.a3 

Nb6 

10.Bd3 
Bd7 


11.Ne2 
a5 

12.0-0 
a4(a) 

13.Qe1 
Na5(b) 
14.f5! 
exf5            

15.e6! 
fxe6(c) 
16.Qg3(d) 
Kf7(e)

17.Nf4 
Kg8(f)
18.Ng6 
Nb3(g) 

19.Nxh8 
Nxc1(h)  
20.Raxc1 
Kxh8 


21.Ne5 
Be8 

22.Rc7!(i)
h4


23.Qf4 
g5(j) 

24.Ng6+! 
Kg8(k)


25.Qe5 
Bxg6 

26.Qxe6+ 
Kh8 

27.Rxb7(l) 

a) Black’s plan is to lock the kingside and probe weaknesses in White’s queenside.  Incidentally I had this position against Mohammad Jahangirian in this year’s WA Championship (with …g6 played rather than …h5).
b) 13…g6 would prevent White’s coming pawn break.
c) If 15 ... Bxe6 16.Nf4 etc.
d) Threatening 17.Qg6+ and 18.Bg5+. Instead 16.Nf4 is answered by 16... Qf6.

e) If 16 ... Be7 17.Qxg7 or 16 ... Qf6 17.Bg5 followed by Qc7 or Ne5.

f) If 17 ... Rh6  18.Ng6! Rxg6 19.Ne5+.

g) If 18 ... Rh7 19.Ng5 etc.
h) Black prefers to remove an attacking active piece.  If 19 ... Nxa1 then 20.Ne5! increases Black’s problems – 21…Kxh1? 22.Nf7+.
i) Threatening 23.Rxb7, 23 Nf7+ and.23 Rf7 preparing to sacrifice on f5. 22 …Qxc7? loses the queen to 23.Ng6+.
j) 23 ... Rb8 would be better but White could then play 24.Rf7! or 24.Nf7+. 

k) 24 ... Bxg6 would transpose.
l) This wins comfortably but White also had 27.Qe5+ Kg8 28.Rxf5! winning very quickly. The game concluded: 27...Qe8 28.Rxb6 28...Bg7 29.Qxg6 Qe3+ 30.Kh1 Qxd3 31.Qh5+ Kg8 32.Rd1 Qc2 33.Rb7 Rf8 4.Rxg7+ Kxg7 35.Qxg5+ Kh7 36.Rc1 Re8! 37.h3 (avoiding 38.Rxc2?? Re1#) Black resigns.    
The next WA Grand Prix event is the WILLETTON  OPEN  (Sat 11, Sun 12 October at Legacy House, South Perth.  Enquiries David Ellis 9276 1822.       

SOLUTION:  1.Rxc6! resigns (1…Qxc6 2.Ne7+ Kg7 3.Nxc6 or 1…Nxc6 2.Qxd6).

