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      WORLD  CHAMPIONSHIP.     
It seems the fat lady is about to make her appearance on stage after Game 9 of the Anand-Kramnik match.  After losing three of the first six games in the twelve game match Kramnik was well on top in Game 9. A pawn up with prospects of attack he inexplicably exchanged queens giving Anand the chance to draw a rook and bishops of opposite colour ending. This leaves Kramnik the almost impossible task of winning the final three games to take the match into Rapid-Play deciding games. Two of Anand’s wins have been as Black in the Semi-Slav Meran which are featured here.  
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  In Game 5 Kramnik (White) has 

played a long sacrificial combination 

 to finish a pawn up in the endgame.  

 However Anand (Black) now plays 

       a move that wins outright:

  Vladimir Kramnik - Viswanathan Anand


       World Championship 2008, Game 3


 Queens Gambit: Semi-Slav, Meran Variation


1.d4 

d5 

2.c4 

c6 

3.Nf3 

Nf6 

4.Nc3 

e6

5.e3(a) 
Nbd7 

6.Bd3 

dxc4 

7.Bxc4 
b5 

8.Bd3 

a6 

9.e4 

c5 

10.e5(b) 
cxd4 

11.Nxb5 
axb5 

12.exf6 
gxf6 

13.0-0 

Qb6 

14.Qe2 
Bb7(c) 


15.Bxb5 
Bd6(d) 
16.Rd1(e) 
Rg8 

17.g3(f) 
Rg4 

18.Bf4!(g) 
Bxf4 

19.Nxd4(h) 
h5 

20.Nxe6 
fxe6 

21.Rxd7 
Kf8 

22.Qd3 
Rg7!(i) 


23.Rxg7 
Kxg7 

24.gxf4 
Rd8 

25.Qe2 
Kh6!(j) 
26.Kf1 
Rg8 

27.a4 

Bg2+ 

28.Ke1 
Bh3! 

29.Ra3 
Rg1+ 

30.Kd2 
Qd4+ 

31.Kc2(k) 
Bg4 

32.f3(l) 
Bf5+ 

33.Bd3??(m) 
Bh3?(n) 
34.a5(o) 
Rg2 

35.a6 

Rxe2+ 

36.Bxe2 
Bf5+ 

37.Kb3 
Qe3+ 

38.Ka2 
Qxe2 

39.a7 

Qc4+ 

40.Ka1 
Qf1+ 


41.Ka2 
Bb1+ 

White resigns (p)
a) 5.Bg5 cxd 6.e4 b5 7.e5 h6 is the ultra sharp Botvinnik Anti-Meran. However the Meran Variation also leads to knife-edged positions.

b) 10.d5 is an excellent alternative which Anand has previously met with 10…Qc7.

c) A brilliant prepared novelty, gambitting the b pawn rather than defend it with 14…Ba6 or 14…b4. 

d) Black can now prevent White’s defensive resource Bf4/g3.
e) Exchanging bishops with 16.Bd3 Rg8 17.Be4 Nc5 18.Bxb7 Qxb7 is very good for Black with ….d3 a serious threat.
f) Not 17.Rxd4? Rxg2+! 18.Kxg2 Qxd4. 

g) Kramnik bravely mixes it. He is prepared to sacrifice to expose Black’s king. The natural 18.Nd2 aiming for c4 can be met by 18…Ke7! 19.Bxd7 (19.Qxg4 Qxb5 with attacking chances) 19…Rag8! 20. Bb5 d3! 21.Qxd3 Rxg3+! 22.hxg3 Rxg3+ 23.Kf1 Rxd3 with ample compensation for the material deficit.
h) 19.Rxd4 may be better; eg 19…Bxf3 (19…0-0-0 is possible) 20.Qxf3 Qxd4 21.Rad1! Bd2 22.Qxa8+ Ke7 23.Qb7.
i) Returning the piece is best: if 22...Bc8 23.Rh7 Kg8 24.Re7! threatening Qh7 is good for White  (24...f5 25.Rd1).
j) Black's king is now much more secure than White’s

k) If 31.Rd3 Qxb2+ 32.Ke3 Qa1 with …Re1 to come wins. 

l) 32.Rd3 loses to 32…Bf5. 

m) 33.Kb3 would make Black work hard to find the win. 

n)  Black could win quickly with 33...Bxd3+ 34.Rxd3 (34.Qxd3 Rg2+) 34...Qc4+ 35.Kd2 Qc1#   

o) Kramnik has one swindling idea left. 

p) 41...Bb1+ 42.Kb3 (or 42.Ka1 Qd1 42.a8=Q Be4+) 42…Qxf3+ 43.Kb4 Be4 wins. 

SOLUTION: 1…Ne3! 2.fxe fxe White resigns -  Black queens.
