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        For the chess world 2008 finished on a somewhat 
         sad note with the death of Slovenian GM Albin 
       Planinc, described by Ian Rogers as ‘one of the last 
         of the romantics who valued artistry over results’.  
         Here is a legendary finish by Planinc in which he 
        brings a sacrificial attack to a speedy conclusion – 

        Black to play and win (Vaganian – Planinc 1974):
Albin Planinc was born in 1944 in Brise, Yugoslavia. ‘An extremely imaginative player, he was capable of spectacular results and played brilliant attacking games.  However his play was always too erratic for him to break through to the highest echelons of world chess’ (The World’s Greatest Chess Games). Brilliance is certainly evident in today’s game, another Ruy Lopez in which Black employs a popular counter-attacking defence:


           Dragoljub Minic  -  Albin Planinc


                     Rovin/Zagreb 1975


             Ruy Lopez, Archangel Defence


1.e4 

e5 

2.Nf3 

Nc6


3.Bb5 

a6 

4.Ba4 

Nf6


5.0-0 

b5 

6.Bb3 

Bb7


7.d4 

Nxd4 

8.Nxd4 
exd4


9.e5 

Ne4 

10.c3(a) 
d3(b) 


11.Qf3 
Qe7 

12.Nd2 
0-0-0!


13.Nxe4 
Qxe5 

14.Re1 
f5(c) 

15.Qg3!(d) 
Qe8! 

16.Nd6+(e) 
Bxd6 

17.Rxe8 
Rhxe8(f) 
18.Bf4 
d2!  

19.Rf1(g) 
Re1 

20.Bxd6 
Rde8!  


21.f3 

Bd5!! 

22.Qf4?(h) 
Bc4! 


23.h4 

Rxf1+ 

24.Kh2 
Re2!


25.Bxc7 
Rff2 

26.Qd6 
Rxg2+

27.Kh3 
Rh2+ 

28.Kg3 
Reg2+


29.Kf4 
Rxh4+ 

30.Kxf5 
Rh6


White resigns

a) Not 10.Qxd4? c5 & 11…c4, a variation of the Noahs Ark Trap. 

b) Sharp play ensues from the more customary 10…dxc 11.Qf3 d5 12.exd6 Qf6 13.Re1 (13.d7+ Kd8!) 13…0-0-0.

c) Not 14…d5? 15.Bf4 dxe4 16.Qh3+ winning.
d) Hoping to hold onto the extra piece.

e) 16.Bf4 fxe4 17.Bxc7 Qg6 and White wins the exchange but leaves Black with an extra d pawn, protected and passed.

f) Black rightly prefers the queen to the piece sacrifice 17…Bxg3 18.Rxd8+ Rxd8 19.hxg3 c5.

g) A safe alternative is 19.Kf1 Re4 20.Bxd6 Rde8 21.f3 Re1+ 22.Rxe1 dxe1=Q+ 23.Qxe1 Rxe1+ 24.Kxe1 cxd6=.

h) Not 22.Bxd5?? d1=Q but better than the text is 22.Bf4! leading to a draw – 22…Rxf1+ 23.Kxf1 Bc4+! 24.Kf2 Re2+ 25.Kf/g1 Re1+=.
2008 WA Grand Prix:  Stephanus Kurniawan’s first place in the Christmas Open enabled him to overtake Tom Donaldson to win the Premier Division. Closely behind were Marc Vliestra and three times winner David Ellis.  Ned Tomic was a comfortable winner of the Major Division, followed by Guy Booth, Chris Cuellar, Gary Donaldson and Dennis Holland.  In the Minor Division Chris Cuellar just pipped Gary Donaldson with promising junior Darby Thurtell coming third.  For the first time there were junior prizes with Tom Donaldson a long way ahead of Ryan Sam and Yita Choong.
SOLUTION: 1…Qc7+!! (or 1…Qc6+) White resigns (2.Qxc7 Nb3#).

            .

