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  The 2009 Australian Junior Championships were held 
  last month in Athelstone, a north-eastern Adelaide suburb
   A number of WA juniors participated in various Open & 
  Girls events. Hopefully a more detailed report will appear 
   next week.  Our leading representative Yita Choong may 
have had cause to be disappointed with his score in the Open
 Championship but he nevertheless returned with one title, 
 that of Australian Junior Problem Solver after achieving a 
100% score in a two hour examination.  Congratulations to 
  Yita in following in the footsteps of Ganesh Vishwanath 
who was the inaugural winner in 2007. Congratulations too 
to Chris Boni who came third.  Here’s a problem from 2007.  
    White to play and mate in 2 (A. Elkham, circa 1905):

Nearly 50 players in 5 divisions are competing in the 2009 Metropolitan Club Championships.  Favourites for the title are Marc Vliestra and Yita Choong who were joint winners of the Club’s Respini Cup last year and Stephanus Kurniawan the current WA Grand Prix champion.  Yita had an unexpected setback in Round 1, losing to lowest rated A Division player Robin Shaw, last year’s B Division winner.  Robin may have been the underdog but was able to show his attacking power in his favourite opening: 


Robin Shaw  -   Yita Choong


         2009 Metro Championship, Rd.1


                Sicilian, Morra Gambit


1.e4 

c5 

2.d4 

cxd

3.c3 

dxc 

4.Nxc3 
Nc6


5.Nf3 

d6 

6.Bc4 

a6(a)

7.0-0 

Nf6(b) 

8.e5! 

dxe(c)

9.Qxd8+(d) 
Nxd8 

10.Nxe5 
e6


11.Rd1 
Be7 

12.Bf4 
Nd7


13.Nxd7 
Bxd7 

14.Rxd7!(e)
Kxd7


15.Na4 
Ke8 

16.Nb6 
Ra7


17.Nc8 
Nc6(f) 

18.Nxa7 
Nxa7


19.Rc1 
Nc6(g) 
20.Bxa6! 
Nd8


21.Bb5+ 
Kf8 

22.Rc8 
f6 

23.Bd6 
resigns(h)
a) Black has to be careful: 6…Nf3? 7.e5!  - eg 7...dxe 8.Qxd8+ Kxd8 (8…Nxd8 9.Nb5 Rb8 10.Nxe5 & wins) 9.Ng5 Kc7 10.Nxf7 Rg8 11.Nb5+ Kb8 12 Nxe5! Nxe5 13.Bf4 winning quickly (Matulovic-Vincenti 1954).
b) 7…e6 would avoid White’s forceful pawn advance.
c) Of course not 8…Nxe5?? 9.Nxe5 dxe5 10.Bxf7+! winning the queen.

d) Usually the side that has gambitted a pawn is reluctant to exchange pieces, queens especially.  However the open lines give White strong attacking chances despite the absence of the strongest piece. 
e) This unexpected sacrifice enables White’s minor pieces and rooks to combine most effectively.

f) Black, a pawn up and considerably higher rated, unwisely is not prepared to concede a draw by repetition.

g) A blunder but how is Black to untangle? 19…Kd7 and 19…Nc8 are also met by 20.Bxa6! while if 20…Kd8 21.Be2 and Black remains in great difficulties.
h) A piece is lost – 23…Kf7 24.Rc7.

KINGSLEY OPEN (a CAWA Grand Prix & Yulgibar-Think Big Australian Chess Grand Prix event). Tomorrow Sat 21 (12.30 -7.30) and Sun 22 Feb (10.30 – 6.00) at Legacy House.  $10 discount if participation confirmed today (Haydn Barber 9398 4242, hadix@vianet.net.au). Juniors are particularly encouraged to play to gain experience against senior players and vie for the various rating and junior prizes. 
SOLUTION:  1.Nh1! If 1…gxh1=Q+ 2.Qxg1#: if 1…f3 2.Qh4#: if 1…Nf7 2.Qg6#: if 1…Ng6 2.Qxg6#: if 1…Kh5 2.Qh7#. 

