CHESS  4 Sept 2009                        David Ellis  94335992 / longdiagonal@bigpond.com   1      


[image: image1.png]aTa
%%% %/%

m

/@/ ///
H/O m
.








           

This endgame position occurred during a





           

10 game 5 sec a move match between Jose







R



Raul Capablanca and Emanuel Lasker in








Berlin 1914.  Capablanca (White), who was








to wrest the world title from Lasker in 1921,








won brilliantly.  Can you see how (4 moves)?






260


Tristan Boyd has been WA’s top player now for a number of years.  Although he limits the participation to only a few events each year, his results have continued to be outstanding.  In this year’s state championship he is favourite to retain the title.  After 6 rounds he led Michael Horstmann by one point and their draw in Rd 7 maintained Tristan’s lead.  Earlier this year he won the Huntingdale Masters, a 10 player round robin as strong as the state championship.
He finished with 7.5/9, a point ahead of Tim Hare with Stephanus Kurniawan and Haydn Barber third on 6 pts.  Playing through the games of the event I found a number meriting publication.  Here is one in which runner-up Tim Hare launches a fierce attack against his opponent’s castled king:

      Marc Vliestra  -  Tim Hare


  2009 Huntingdale Masters, Rd 5


               Sicilian Defence


1.e4 

c5 

 2.Nf3 

e6


3.c3 

Nf6 
 4.Qc2 

Nc6


5.Bb5 

a6 

 6.Bxc6 

bxc6


7.d3 

d5 

 8.e5 

Nd7


9.0-0 

Rb8 
 10.Bf4 

Be7


11.c4 

g5!(a) 
 12.Bg3 

h5


13.h3 

g4 

 14.hxg 

hxg


15.Nh2 

Bh4 
 16.Qe2 

Qg5!

17.Nxg4(b) 
Rxb2!(c) 18.Qxb2 
Qxg4


19.Nd2 

Bg5 
 20.Rfe1 
f5


21.exf 

Bxf6 
 22.Qb3 

Bd4!(d)

23.Nf1 

Qh5
 
 24.Nh2 

Be5!


25.Bxe5(e) 
Nxe5 
 26.Qb8 

Qxh2+


27.Kf1 

Ke7 
 28.Rad1 
Qh1+


29.Ke2 

Qh5+ 
 30.Kd2 

Qg5+

31.Kc2 

Nf7 
 32.g3 

Bd7


33.Qb6 

d4 
  
 34.Rd2 

Kd6 


35.Rde2 
Qd8 
 36.Qxa6 
Qa8


37.Qxa8 
Rxa8 
 38.Kb1(f) 
e5


39.Rb2 

Bf5 

 40.Kc2? 
Ra3


41.Rd1 

Rc3+  
 42.Kd2

Bxd3


43.Rb3 

Rxb3 
 44.axb3 
Bf5


45.Ra1 

Ng5 
 46.Ra8 

Ne4+


47.Ke1 

d3 
 
 48.Rd8+ 
Bd7


49.g4 

Ke7 
 White resigns(g)
a) The start of a successful attack against the enemy king.  The blocked centre means White is unable to counter effectively there.
b) 17.Qxg4 to exchange queens and lessen the attack leads to a poor position after 17…Qxg4 18.Nxg4 Bxg3 19.fxg3 Rg8 20.Rf4 Rxb2 with both rooks active and ….a5 / ….Ba6 to come.

c) A clever exchange sacrifice creating a preponderance of Black pieces around White’s king.
d) Ignoring the rook, Black threatens 23…Qxg3 forcing White’s knight to a less effective square and blocking the king’s possible escape.

e) This loses a piece: 25.d4 to allow the queen to defend was the bleak alternative.

f) White has an unbalanced material equality but weak pawns on a3 & d3 will spell ruin although 38.Kd1 would make Black work harder for victory.
g) 50.Rg8 d2+ 51.Ke2 Bxg4+! (51… Be6 52.Rg7+ Kf6 53.f3 Kxg7 also wins easily) 52.Rxg4 (52.f3 Bxf3+!) 52…d1=Q+ 53.Kxd1 Nxf2+. 
SOLUTION: 1.Kxc7? is stalemate while moving the rook to safety allows 1…Nxb5 drawing.  Capablanca found 1.Ra8+!! leading to zugzwang on successive moves. If 1…Nxa8 2.Kc8 Nc7 3.Kxc7 Ka8 4.Kxb6 & wins: if 1…Kxa8 2.Kxc7: if 1…Kb7 2.Ra7+! Kxa7 3.Kxc7. In all variations White will queen.
