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 Although I enjoy chess with the board 

cluttered for long periods, when it comes 

 to problems I prefer simplicity with few 

 pieces remaining.  I found the following 

          (Ling 1953) very pretty.


       White to play and mate in 2:









263


Tristan Boyd made it three in a row with an undefeated score of 8/9 in the 2009 WA Chess Championship (draws with Tim Hare & Michael Horstmann). Second was Michael Horstmann (7/9, one loss to Haydn Barber), with Yita Choong third on 6.  Derek Elkington, who has returned to WA after a stint over east, was the lowest rated player but scored 50%  achieving wins against leading players Haydn Barber, Yita Choong, Marc Vliestra and Tom Donaldson.  However he was no match for champion Tristan Boyd:
 

  Derek Elkington - Tristan Boyd

    WA Championship Round 8

               Sicilian Najdorf


           (notes by Tristan Boyd)


1.e4 

c5 

2.Nf3 

d6 

3.d4
 
cxd4 

4.Nxd4 
Nf6 

5.Nc3 
a6 

6.g3 

e5 

7.Nb3 
Nbd7 

8.Bg2 
b5 

9.a4 

b4 

10.Ne2(a) 
Bb7 

11.Qd3 
Qc7 

12.a5(b) 
Bc6(c) 

13.c4 

bxc3 

14.Nxc3 
Qb7 

15.Nd2 
Nc5 

16.Qe2 
Be7 

17.0–0 
0–0 

18.Rb1 
Rac8 

19.Re1 
Na4!? 
20.Nxa4(d) 
Bxa4 

21.b3 

Bb5 

22.Qe3 
Rc2 

23.h3 

Qc7!(e) 
24.b4 

Rc3 

25.Qb6 
Qd7!(f) 
26.Bb2 
Rd3 

27.Nf3(g) 
Ra8! 

28.Rbc1 
Bd8 

29.Nxe5 
dxe5(h)  
a) The knight is poorly placed on e2. After 10.Nd5 Nxd5 11.Qxd5 (11.exd5 is better) 11…Qc7! White cannot play 12.Qxa8 as 12…Nb6 traps the queen. 
b) White should develop with 12.Be3, although Black could then consider playing 12…a5 when …Ba6 is a future option. 
c) Even stronger is 12…Qc6 and/or Rc8, with play down the c-file and against the e4 pawn. Black may break open the centre with …d5 (if White defends the e4 pawn with f3), and although Black has not castled White’s passive pieces prevent him from exploiting this.
d) Swapping off white’s best placed piece and allowing Black to control the c-file. White had to accept an isolated c-pawn instead after a possible exchange on c3, when his position is still playable.
e) Winning a pawn, as trying to save it gets White into even more trouble. If 24.Qb6 then 24…Qc3.
f) Black could still win a pawn by exchanging queens, but now Black threatens to trap the queen with 26…Bd8 27.Qb8 Bxa5. After 26.f3 d5! Black dominates the board.
g) (27.Nf1 would allow White to withdraw his queen to f2 after f2-f3. Now to avoid losing his queen White must give up a piece - DE) 

h) Continued: 30.Qc5 Be7 31.Qxe5 Bxb4 32.Re2 Rd1+ 33.Kh2 Rxc1 34.Qg5 h6 35.Qxc1 Bxe2 36.Bxf6 Bd2 37.Qb2 gxf6 38.Qxf6 Re8 39.f4 Re6 40.Qh4 Qe7 White resigns.

The next Grand Prix event is the Willetton Open on Oct 10-11.  Progress GP scores can be found on the CAWA website.

SOLUTION: 1.Qc6! (threat 2.Rb5# or 2.Kd6#) – 1…Bxc6+ 2.Kxc6#: 1…Be6+ 2.Kxe6#: 1…Rd4+ 2.Kxd4#: 1…Ra1 2.Kd6# etc: 1…Rh4 2.Kd6#: 1…Rb4 2.Ra6#: 1…Rc4 2.Kxc4#: 1…Re4 2.Kxe4#. 
