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Three weeks ago the published game between Carlsen 
 and Redjabov featured a ‘knight cluster’ with White 
knights on b5 & c5 and Black knights on b4 & c4.   A 
 knight cluster is a pattern created by the four knights 
  and can come in various forms, a square such as in 
  Carlsen – Radjabov, a compass point pattern on the 
  same colour squares, zigzag clusters and clusters in 
 lines on files, ranks and diagonals.  In all these cases 
 the knights are immune from capture by their enemy 
counterparts.  Knight clusters are relatively rare in chess 
  games but I have discovered examples in an old book 
 ‘The Chess Companion’ by Irving Chernov.  Here is a 
  position from Clemens – Eisenschmidt 1862 in which 
  we start with a diagonal knight cluster and end with a 
      square cluster – White to play and mate in two: 



                         275
Our main feature game was played between soldiers at the front in 1941and has a knight cluster along a file, not once, but twice in the same game as well as a zigzag cluster:

    PATSCHURKOWSKI – RHODE


                  French Exchange

1.e4 

e6  


2.d4 

d5


3.exd 

exd  

4.Nc3 

Nf6


5.Nf3 

c5  


6.Bb5+ 

Bd7


7.0-0 

Bxb5  

8.Nxb5 

a6


9.Nc3 

Be7  

10.Be3 

c4


11.a4 

Qc7  

12.Re1 

0-0


13.Bf4 

Bd6  

14.Be5 

Nbd7


15.Bxd6 
Qxd6  

16.Ne5 

Rfe8


17.f4 

Nf8  

18.Qf3 

Qb6


19.Nxd5 
Qxd4+  

20.Ne3 

Ne6


21.Qxb7 
Nxf4(a)  
22.Qxf7+ 
Kh8


23.Nf3(b) 
Qb6  

24.a5 

Qxb2

25.Nf5(c) 
Ne2+  

26.Kh1 

Ng4


27.h3 

Nf2+  

28.Kh2 

Qb8+


29.g3 

Ra7  

30.Qxc4 
Rc7


31.Rab1 
Qc8(d) 

32.Qd5 

Rc5


33.Rb8!(e) 
Rxd5  

34.Rxc8 
Rxc8


35.Ne7 

Rxc2  

36.Nxd5 
Nd3


37.Rd1 

Nd4+  

38.Nd2(f) 
Rxd7+! 


White resigns.

(a) a zigzag knight cluster is formed.

(b) not 23.Nxc4 ?? Ra7 winning the queen.
(c) threatening mate and creating a knight cluster on the f file.

(d) not 31...Rxc4 32.Rxb8 Rxb8 33.Rxe2 winning the other knight.

(e) a clever move that saves the piece but not the game.
(f) now a knight cluster on the d file.


              KHLOBYER  -  NAGY


                     Budapest 1942


       Sicilian, Richter-Rauzer Attack


1.e4 

c5 


2.Nf3 

Nc6


3.d4 

cxd  

4.Nxd4 

Nf6


5.Nc3 

d6  


6.Bg5 

a6


7.Qd2 

Nd7?(a) 

8.Be2 

g6

9.Nd5(b) 
f6??(c) 

10.Ne6(d) 
Qa5 


11.Ndc7+ 
Kf7  

12.Nd8+! 
Kg7(e)

13.Ne8+ 
resigns (f) 

(a) avoiding doubled pawns but tying himself in knots.
(b) preventing 9...Bg7 - 10.Nxc6 bxc6 11.Bxe7 winning the queen.
(c) 9…Nxd4 first was a must.

(d) creating a compass point knight cluster.

(e) of course if 12…Nxd8 13.Qxa5.

(f) the triumphant knights have seized the thrones of the rival king and queen and force surrender (13…Kg8 14.Bc4+).

The final Grand Prix event for 2009 is the Xmas Open, Sat/Sun 5/6 Dec at Legacy House.

SOLUTION:  1.Qf7+!! (a beautiful clearance/obstruction sacrifice, vacating e6 for the knight and depriving the Black king of an escape square on f7)  Nxf7 2.Ne6#.  
