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Dr Jonathan Nunn is at present British, 







European, and World Problem Solving 







Champion (four times World Champion 







since 2004). Here is a problem from this 







year’s British Championship with White 







to play and mate in 2:

 375







Diagram 378
Nunn was born in London in 1955. I knew him while he was a teenager when we both played 
for Richmond & Twickenham in the London League.  He was European Junior Champion in 1978 and became a GM the same year. He won the British Championship in 1980 and was an outstanding member of strong English teams at a number of Olympiads. Here is an example of his fine attacking style:

   Ljubomir Ljubojvic  -  Jonathan  Nunn

                            Szirak 1987
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           Ruy Lopez, Marshall Gambit
1.e4 

e5 

2.Nf3 

Nc6

3.Bb5 

a6 

4.Ba4 

Nf6

5.0-0 

Be7 

6.Re1 

b5

7.Bb3 

0-0 

8.c3 

d5

9.exd 

Nxd5 

10.Nxe5 
Nxe5

11.Rxe5 
c6 

12.d4 

Bd6

13.Re2 
Qh4 

14.g3 

Qh3

15.Nd2 
Bf4 

16.Bc2(a) 
Bxc2 
17.Qxc2 
f5 

18.c4(b) 
Qg4 
19.Re6?(c) 
Nf4(d) 

20.Rxd6?(e) 
Rae8 
21.cxb(f) 
Re2! 

22.Qc4+(g) 
Kh8
23.Qxe2 
Nxe2+ 

24.Kg2 
f4!
25.bxc(h) 
fxg 

26.hxg 
Nf4+


A happy Jonathan Nunn
White resigns(i)
a) 16.a4 Rae8 17.Rxe8 Rxe8 18.axb? Nf4! 19.gxf4 Bxf4 20.Nf3 Qg4+ 21.Kf1 Bd3+! White resigns (Kotranias-Adams 1992). The finish would be 22.Qxd3 Qh3+ 23 Kg1 Re1+! 24.Nxe1 Bxh2+ 25.Kh1 Bg3+ 26.Kg1 Qh2+ 27.Kf1 Qxf2#.
b) 18.f4 Qg4 19.Nf1 Bxf4 20.Rf2 Bd6 21.c4 is unclear (Solokov-Khalifman 1982).
c) 19.Better 19.Nf1 (eg 19…bxc 20.Qxc4 f4 21.Qxc6 fxg 22.Qxd5+ Kh8 23.Nxg3 Bxg3 24.f3! Qh3 (24…Rxf3? 25.Qxa8+ Bb8+ 26.Rg2 Qxd4+ 27.Be3! wins for White) with a perpetual if 25.hxg3 Qxg3+.
d) 19…f4! was stronger when Black has mating attacks after i) 20.cxd5 fxg3 21.hxg3 Bxg3 22..f3 Qxd4+ and ii) 20.Rxd6 fxg3 21.hxg3 Rxf2! 22.Kxf2 Rf8+: 20.Qe4 is met by 20…Ne3!! ( a move Nunn had not seen) 21.fxe3 Qd1+ 22.Kg2 fxg! 23.hxg3 Qe2+ 24.Kh3 Rf2 winning.

e) The right move is 20.f3 Nh3+ 21.Kg2 Nf4+ 22.Kh1 (22.Kg1 Nh3+ draw) 22… Qh3 23.gxf4 Bxf4 24. Re2 Rae8 25.Qd1 Re7 with a continuing attack for the piece.
f) 21 There is nothing better.

g) If 22.Qxc6 Re1+ 23.Nf1 Rxf1+! 24.Kxf1 Qd1# or 22.Qb3+ Kh8 23.Nf3 Qxf3! 24.Qxf3 Re1#.

h) 25.f3/h3  fxg!! 26.f/hxg4 R(x)f2+ mates next move.

i)  27.Kg1 Nh3+ 28.Kh1 Qd1+ 29.Kg2 Rxf2+ 30.Kh3 Qh5# (Notes based on ‘John Nunn’s Best Games’).

· The Swiss parliament will debate a motion next week calling for the banning of the teaching of chess in all schools within the country. Supporters of the motion maintain that chess with its warlike associations is not in keeping with the nation’s peace-loving image, that chess may cause some youngsters to have an unhealthy fixation on the game to the detriment of their studies, that playing chess encourages unhealthy rivalries, causes psychological harm to regular losers and damages racial harmony by pitting white against black, especially as the vast majority of participants wish to be white.

· SOLUTION:  With Black’s queen pinned White could try 1.Re2 or Re1 hoping for 1…Qxa1 2.Re6# but Black has 1…Nf3.  The key move is 1.Rc3! which releases the pin and frees the queen: 1…Qxc3 is met by 2.Qxc3#, 1…Qd4 by 2.Bxd4#  and 1…Qf4/5 & other queen moves by 2.Rf3# while knight moves are also answered by 2.Rf3#  and 1…d5 is met by 2.Rc6#.
