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The CAWA annual wind up and presentation of awards on 11th December at the Moresby Street Centre was preceded by the Teams Lightning Championship in which teams of three of all standards could play at frenetic speed and near novices could face some of WA’s top players including the current state champion. Thirteen teams competed over nine rounds followed by finals in the various rating divisions with the formidable Zwichenzug team of Yita Choong, Tom Donaldson and Marc Vliestra overall winners.  Organiser Gordon Dunlop prepared two quizzes for anyone attending, player or not.  Here are a few of the chess questions readers might like to try and answer:

1) In 1886 who was recognized as the first World Champion?

2) Who is the current World Champion?

3) Who did Spassky beat to become World Champion?

4) Who did Fischer beat to become World Champion?

5) Bobby Fischer’s first publication after becoming World champion was on:

a) Opening theory:   b)  His games:  c) Torture. 

6) In what century was the rule 'en passant' introduced?

7) How many moves (from each side) does the quickest possible checkmate take?
 
8) Which piece(s) are not capable of reaching every square on the board?

9) How many moves does it take for a knight to move to the square 3 in front? e.g. b1-b4

10) Which piece(s) cannot fork?

11) Where is the 2012 Australian Chess Championship going to be held?

12) Who is the CAWA webmaster?

13) Who has been the State Champion the most times?

14) Who has been the State Reserves Champion the most times?

15) Who has been the State Junior Champion the most times?

19) What is the maximum number of knights (regardless of colour) which can be placed on the chessboard so that none of them attack or protect one another?

20) A double round robin is played between 7 chess players.  What is the sum of all the players final scores?
Over the holiday season I shall present some miniatures under 16 moves in which star players were beaten by lesser lights (firstly 1854 - 1906): 

Adolf Anderssen – L. Eichborn (Breslau 1854)

1.e4 e5 2.f4 exf 3.Bc4 f5 4.Qe2 fxe 5.Nc3 Nf6 6.Nxe4 Nxe4 7.Bd5 c6 8.Bxe4 Qe7 9.c4 g6 10.d4 Bh6 11.c5 Kd8 12.Bd2 b6 13.Nf3? Ba6 White resigns

James Mason – Mikhail Tchigorin (New York 1889)

1.d4 d5 2.Bf4 c5 3.Bxb8 Rxb8 4.dxc Qa5+ 5.Nc3 e6 6.e4! Bxc5 7.exd Nf6 8.Bb5+ Ke7

9.Nf3 Nxd5 10.Qd2 Nxc3? 11.Qg5+ f6 12.Qxc5+ Kf7 13.Be8+! Black resigns

Harry Pillsbury – Thadec (Paris 1902)

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bc4 Bc5 4.c3 d6 5.d4 exd 6.cxd Bb6 7.Nc3 Bg4 8.Be3 Nf6 9.h3 Bh4 10.g4 Bg6 11.Bg5 Qe7 12.Nd5? Qxe4+! 13.Ke2 Nxd5 14.Re1 Ba5+ White resigns

Shoup – Frank Marshall (Sioux Citu 1906)

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.d4 exd 4.Nxd4 Nf6 5.Nxc6 bxc6 6.Bd3 Rb8 7.Bg5 d5 8.e5 Qe7?

9.0-0 Qxe5 10.Re1 Ne4 11.Bxe4 Qxg5 (11…dxe4? 12.Qd8#) 12.Bxd5+ Be7 13.Bxc6+ Kf8 14.Qd8+!! Black resigns

Jacques Mieses – Mikhail Tchigorin (Ostend 1906)

1.e4 e5 2.Nc3 Nc6 3.Bc4 Bc5 4.Qg4 Qf6 5.Nd5! Qxf2+ 6.Kd1 Kf8 7.Nh3 Qd4 8.d3 d6

9.Qh4 Bxh3 10.Qxh3 Na5 11.Rf1 Nxc4 12.Qd7! f6 13.Nxf6! & wins (threat 14.Nxh7# & if 13…Nxf6 14.Rxf6+! gxf6 15.Bh6+ Kg8 16.Qg7#)

Season’s greetings to all readers and more minis next week.

ANSWERS:  1) Wilhelm Steinitz.  2) Viswanathan Anand.  3) Tigran Petrosian. 4) Boris Spassky. 5) c: pamphlet  “I was tortured in a Pasadena Jailhouse.” 6) 15th. 7) 2  (1. f3 e5 2. g4 Qh4# - “Fool’s Mate”).  8) Pawn & Bishop. 9) 3. 10) None – all pieces can fork. 11) Geelong. 12) Mike McGregor. 13) Haydn Barber (14). 14) Gordon Dunlop (6).  15) Stuart Byrne or Eu-Jin Teh (3). 19) 32 – put all the knights on white (or black) squares. 20). 42.

