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The World Cup, a 128 player Knock Out being played in Tblisi, Georgia, is reaching the final stages. A full report next week but here's a position from one of the games with a brilliant finish Duda – Ivanchuk: White to play and Draw (4 moves):
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         Ivanchuk v Duda in Blitz Game 


        (Ivanchuck won match 3.5 – 2.5)
The 2017 Canadian Championship (June / July) finished on a note of controversy when one contestant in the second blitz play-off (Game 1 was drawn) promoted a pawn by placing a rook upside-down on the board, something that has always been a common way of promoting to a queen when a queen is unavailable (usually when the player already has a queen on the board). The arbiter then stopped the game and insisted that he must promote to a rook as there was a queen available. However video of the game revealed a queen was not available because his opponent was using the queen, which he had captured, as a fidget toy. There has been almost universal criticism of the arbiter as well as the second player who made no effort to explain the absence of the queen, instead placing it surreptitiously beside the board.  The arbiter can be criticised on two counts -  failing to realise why the rook had been used in promotion and secondly not having had spare queens beside the board at the onset of the game.  An appeal was made but rejected, it seems because of an impending deadline in informing FIDE of the winner, who gains entry to the World Championship qualifier, as well as the failure of the player to stop the clock and seek assistance from the arbiter to find a queen. Here is the game, a very close and exciting game in its own right up to the controversy:
Bator Sambuev  -  Nikolay Noritsyn
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2017 Canadian Championship Play-off, Game 2
Time limit 5 mins + increment.
Queens Gambit, Exchange Variation
1.Nf3 

d5  

2.d4 

c6
3.c4 

e6  

4.Nc3 

Nf6
5.Bg5 

Nbd7  

6.cxd 

exd
7.e3 

Be7  

8.Bd3 

0-0
9.0-0 

Re8  

10.Qc2 
a5
11.Ne5 
Nf8  

12.f4 

N6d7
13.Bxe7 
Qxe7  

14.Rf3 
f6
15.Nxd7 
Bxd7  

16.h3 

g6
17.g4 

Qd6  

18.Qf2 
Ne6

19.Kh1 
c5  


20.Rg1 
cxd

21.exd 

Nf8  

22.h4 

Re7
23.f5 

g5  

24.hxg 
fxg

25.f6 

Rf7  


26.Qe3 
Ne6

27.Qe5 
Qxe5  

28.dxe5 
Bc6
29.Kh2 
Re8  

30.Rf5 
h6

31.Ne2 
Nc5  


32.Nd4! 
Bd7(a)  
33.Bb5 
Bxb5  

34.Nxb5 
Nd3
35.Nd6 
Rxe5  

36.Nxf7 
Kxf7

37.Rd1 
Rxf5  


38.gxf5 
Nf4

39.Rc1 
Kxf6  

40.Rc7 
d4
41.Rxb7 
d3  

42.Rd7 
Kxf5

43.Kg3 
Ke4  


44.Kf2 
h5

45.a4 

h4  

46.b4! 

axb
47.a5 

h3  

48.a6 

h2

49.Rh7?(b) 
d2  


50.a7 

d1=R(c)
a) If 32...Nxd3 33.e6 wins.
b) White could win with the 'Searching for Bobby Fischer' continuation 49.a7 h1=Q 50.a8=Q+ Nd5 51.Qxd5+ Kf4 52.Qxh1.
c) White soon won: 51.a8=Q+ Nd5 52.Rxh2 Rd2+ 53.Kg3 Rd3+ 54.Kg4 Kd4 55.Qa7+ Kc4 56.Qa6+ Kd4 & resigns giving Sambuev his third Canadian Championship.
SOLUTION:  1.Bxe3! ensures promotion, 1...Bxe3 2.h8=Q g1=Q : White, a piece down, cannot win the a pawn but draws with 3.Qh1+!! Kd4 (3...Qxh1 stalemate) 4.Qe4+!! Kxe4 stalemate.
