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Robert Fontaine vs Maxime Vachier-Lagrave 2007:    MVL at London Classic
 can you find a Black mate in 7
 (only move 4 should present any difficulty)?


        ALL CATERED FOR AT LONDON CLASSIC
The recently completed London Classic had events catering for all standards. The primary event was the finals of the 2019 Grand Tour (a Grand Prix event almost exclusively for the top GMs)  
with semi-finals and finals at Classic, Rapidplay and Blitz. The semi-finals paired world champion Magnus Carlsen against Maxime Vachier-Lagrave while Ding Liren played Levon Aronian. MVL and Ding progressed to the finals with Ding coming out a decisive winner. The British Knock-Out Championship semis and finals with similar set up brought together the four top UK players with Michael Adams taking off the title. The other major tournament was the FIDE Open with 166 competitors. Youth triumphed with Indian 14 year old Rameshbabu Praggnandhaa and 18 year old Australian Anton Smirnov heading the final table, both with 7.5/9. Other activities included the England Women and Girls Rapidplay, weekend and weekday tournaments, simuls and lectures.
SOLUTION:  1...Rh2+ 2.Kg3 (2.Kf1 Bh3+) 2...f1=N+! 3.Kf4 Rh4+ 4.Kg5 (4.Ke5 Bh2#) 4...Be3+! 5.Kxh4 g5+ 6.Kh5 Ng6+ 7.Kh6 g4#.
