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        Hikaru Nakamura vs 



    Hikaru Nakamura
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                    White to play and win
        (check out Black’s resourceful defence):

                      WHO WILL CHALLENGE MAGNUS?   (6)    
The Candidates Tournament, with eight qualifiers and 14 rounds, started last week in Madrid. Sixth highest rated player in the tournament is Hikaru Nakamura, born in 1987 to an American mother and a Japanese father. The family moved to USA from Japan when Hikaru was two. He learnt to play chess aged seven and became a Grandmaster aged 15 years and 79 days, the youngest ever American at the time..
His successes include;- 5 times US champion (first in 2005);
Three times winner of Gibraltar Open (first in 2008);
Winner of World 960 Championship (randomised chess) 2009;
Individual Bd 1 gold medal Olympiad 2010;
Winner of Tata Steel ahead of Carlsen, Anand, Aronian & Kramnik 2011;
Became highest ever rated Blitz player 2013 (2900);
Rated third in world 2015.
During the Covid restrictions he did much to popularise speed chess online, rapid, blitz and bullet.
Carlsen’s last challenger Ian Nepomniachtchi leads after four rounds with 3 after beating Alireza Firouzja. Firouzja and Ding Liren, the top two rated players share last place with 1.5.
SOLUTION:  1.Rf8+ if 1...Re8 2.Qe7!! Rc8 3.Rxc8+ (or 3.Qxc7+) 3...Kxc8 4.Qxc7#.  The desperate try 1...Qe8  loses to 2.Rxe8+ Rxe8 3.Qe1 e3 4.Qg3 e2 5.Qxc7+ Ka8 6.Nd6 Ra7 (7...Rb8 8.Qe5 picks up the dangerous e pawn) 7.Nxe8 e1=Q 8.Qc8#.  
