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        Caruana vs Ding (Candidates 2022)
                 Test your defensive skill.
              Should Black play 1...Rxb2?



        CANDIDATES 2022 RESULT
After 14 rounds the Candidates’ tournament in Madrid concluded with an emphatic win to Ian Nepomniachtchi, being the only player not to lose in scoring a record breaking 9.5/14 and clinching victory, as in the previous Candidates, with a round to spare. However there was plenty of excitement in the final round with three of the four games producing a decisive result and two players striving for second place, important if Magnus Carlsen decides not to defend his title. In such a case the Candidates’ winner would play a march with the runner-up for the title. It was Ding Liren, who after a poor start, came second after beating rival Hikaru Nakamura to finish on 8 (+4 =8 -2). Other scores: Teimour Radjabov 7.5 (+3 =9 -2), Nakamura 7.5 (+4 =7 -3), Fabiano Caruana, who started well to be 5/7 at the halfway stage only to score 1.5/ 7 in the second half, 6.5 (+3 =7 -4),  Alizera Firouzja 6 (+2 =8 -4), Jan-Krzyzstov Duda and Richard Rapport both 5.5 (+1 =9 -4). Nepo becomes, after Vassily Smyslov who won the Candidates tournament in 1953 and 1956, the only player to win two Candidates’ tournaments. Smyslov drew his first match with champion Mikhail Botvinnik in 1954, won the second in 1957 but lost it in the return match, a right of the defeated champion at the time).
SOLUTION: If 1...Rxb2 2.Nxd6!! (Black’s queen is overworked) 1...Rxd2 3.Nf7+ Kg7 4.Nxe5 Ra2 5.Rxc5 with Rc7 to come leaves White on top. Instead Black played 1...Ne7 and went on to win.
