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	 Afruza Khamdamova vs 
 Diajeng Theresa Singgih:
 (Olympiad 2026):					
 White plays 1.Bb4. Why
 is this a mistake and what 
 was the winning move?




           THE  46TH CHESS  OLYMPIAD 
The 46th Chess Olympiad is being played in Uzbekistan at the Silk Road International Exhibition Centre in Samarkand, a previous venue for large events, having hosted the 2023 World Rapid & Blitz Championships. There are 205 teams competing in the Open and 188 Women’s teams, mainly from countries, although some territories also compete, for instance there are Hong Kong teams and the UK has England, Scotland, Wales, Ireland (combined Northern & Republic), Jersey, Guernsey and the Isle of Man all competing. In all nearly 2000 players (teams of five with four playing each match) as well as team officials, making it together with the World (Soccer) Cup and the Olympics, one of the world’s largest sporting events. Australia has two teams 
[image: ](with WA GM Temur Kuybokarov on Board 
2 in the Open) ranked 33rd  (Open) & 43rd 
(Women) and will be hoping to finish higher 
at the end. The favourites in the Open are 2024
champions India (Bd 1 Praggnanandhaa, Bd 4
world champion Gukesh), USA, the highest
ranked team, (Bd 1 World No 3 Fabiano 
Caruana), host country Uzbekistan (Bd 1 
world champion contender Javokhir Sindarov) 
and China (Bd 1 former world champion
Ding Liren). Favourites among the Women
are defending champions India, Georgia, 
Kazakhstan and China despite having none
of its leading players (Hou Yifan, world champion Ju Wenjun, Lei Tinjie), instead relying on its younger stars. For some players it will be their first Olympiad while others will have competed in many previously; Pia Cramling (Sweden) will be at her 15th and again will have her daughter playing alongside her, while Michael Adams (England) is at his 18th. The oldest player is 82-year-old Julia Lebel-Arias (Monaco) while there are a number of eight-year-olds in the Women’s. England is led by 11-year-old prodigy Bodhana Sivanandan, playing her second Olympiad, while Rd 1 had a nine-year-old girl playing a 71-year-old. Full report next week.   

 SOLUTION: 1…Rxe1 2.Bxe1 Bf3! and White cannot win (3.h4 h5!). White could play the winning 1.Rd1! (1…Rxe7 2.Rd8+ / 3…Rxa8)   
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