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 Carissa Yip vs Megan Paragua
        (US Womens Ch 2026): Black to play.    	   13-year-old Megan Paragua

                                          STALKING  OF  AUSTRALIAN PLAYER
    A Melbourne man has been arrested and charged with an alleged stalking campaign against Melbourne chess player and streamer, 25-year-old Hannah Sayce. He is facing 35                                                                 
[image: ]                                                                 charges including stalking and intimidation
between 2024 and 2026 and attempting to pervert the course of justice in contacting airport security
                                                                 in Doha and Iceland with false accusations that
                                                                 Hannah was hiding drugs in chess pieces. These
                                                                 accusations resulted in her being taken into custody.
                                                                      Hannah first began to take chess seriously after
                                                                 watching The Queens Gambit during covid
                                                                 restrictions and has made giant progress in the
                                                                 game, excelling in Blitz and Bullet as well as
                                                                 reaching a FIDE rating of 1912 (up from 700 in
                                                                2022) and gaining the Womens Candidate                                                            
          Master’s title. She has a following of 140,000 on
          Instagram plus substantial following on Twitch and 
                 Hannah Sayce      	          YouTube.      

     AUSTRALIAN  OPEN  CHAMPIONSHIP
    The Australian Open Championship will be held for the first time ever in the Northern Territory with the tournament scheduled to be played at the Doubletree Hilton in Darwin  between 2 & 11 January. There is a limit of 200 participants so don’t leave it too late if you want to enter.
 THE  USA  CHAMPIONSHIPS 
    The US Championships (Open & Women) began on October 7 in St Louis . Looking through Rd 1 games, I was struck by the almost unbelievable blunders in both groups. Irina Krush, a 9-times winner, put her queen en prise resulting in its capture for nothing while Hans Niemann presented Awonder  Liang with a one-move chance to trap his queen midboard, an opportunity that was missed. Despite this there were some excellent games and sparkling finishes (see puzzle).

SOLUTION: 1…Qh4+!! 2.Nxh4 / Kg1 Rc1#

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

MY  UNREMARKABLE  CHESS CAREER, Year 16, 1969
[image: A chess board with chess pieces

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]


S C Love (Wimbledon)  v 
D Ellis Richmond) 
Thames Valley League 14 April 1969 
What is Black’s best move? 





I had begun experimenting with 1.b3 unaware that it was being played by ‘The 
Great Dane’ Bent Larsen. 

D. Ellis (Richmond)  -  C. J. McSheehy (Mushrooms)
	London League, Bd 5:  December 2, 1969:  30 moves in 90 min
	Larsens Opening
1.b3		e5		2.e3		Nf6		3.Bb2		d6
4.g3		g6		5.c4		Bg7		6.Bg2		0-0
7.Ne2		Nc6		8.0-0		Bd7		9.Nbc3(a)	Re8
10.Nd5	Nxd5		11.cxd5	Nb4		12.d3		Bb5
13.Nc1	e4?		14.Bxg7	Kxg7		15.Bxe4	f5
16.Qd2	Qf6		17.Qxb4!	Qxa1		18.Bxf5	gxf5
19.Qxb5	Qe5		20.Qxb7	Rac8		21.Ne2	Qb2
22.Nd4	f4?		23.Ne6+	Kh8		24.Nxf4	Qxa2
25.Kg2	Qa5		26.Qc6	Qb6		27.Qc3+	Kg8
28.Ra1	c5		29.Nh5	Re7		30.Ra4	Rf8
31.Rg4+	resigns (b)		

a) A system introduced by Howard Staunton (1810-1874).
b) 31…Kf7 32.Qf6+ Ke8 33.Ng7+ Rxg7 34.Re4+!

v Love: 1…Ne5! If 2.Nxe5 Qxf2+ 3.Kh1 Rxe5 4.gxh5 Re3 5.Bf1 (5.Qf1 Rxd3) 
5…Re1+! 6.Qxe1 Qg1#. White played 2.Nbd4 but lost in another 12 moves. 
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