CAWA DRUGS IN SPORT POLICY STATEMENT

1. ANTI – DOPING POLICY

The Chess Association of W.A. is affiliated with the Australian Chess Federation, which is a member of the World Chess Federation ( FIDE ) The World Chess Federation's determination to have chess recognised as a full Olympic sport led to FIDE agreeing in November 2000 to implement in full the International Olympic Committee's drug testing regime. FIDE has instructed members to be bound by I.O.C. anti-doping rules and procedures, as follows:

	18.1. 
	FIDE, its affiliated member Federations, bodies and players hereby subscribe where appropriate for chess players as agreed between FIDE and the International Olympic Committee, to be bound by the relevant rules and guidelines prescribed by the International Olympic Committee and other relevant agencies or bodies set up for the monitoring of drug use and doping by athletes in all FIDE competitions. 

	18.2. 
	A Medical Commission comprising medical experts and laymen chosen on the basis of their personal merits shall be appointed by the Presidential Board to liase with the relevant organs of the International Olympic Committee and agree from time to time on the list of prohibited substances and methods of doping that are applicable to chess players in FIDE competitions. 




In July 2001 the regulations came into force, meaning that any competitor in a World Championship qualifier, Olympiad or national championship may be asked for a urine sample after a game. Other FIDE rated tournaments may also introduce drug testing but FIDE has decided not to pursue out of competition testing.

At the moment, drug testing exists primarily in theory, since the cost per test (about $US300) is beyond the budget of most tournament organisers. Also, the cost of establishing which substances could be useful is prohibitive; a single test of cognitive function with a single specific substance and many volunteers might cost more than $US400,000. ( Rogers, Ian, Australian Chess Forum ). In Australia, the Sports Drug Agency does not accept chess as a sport and will therefore not accept lists from chessplayers.

2. SMOKING

Smoking is not permitted in any tournament conducted under the auspices of the Chess Association of Western Australia. Any player, spectator, coach or official found to be smoking in the playing hall will be regarded as being in breach of the Australian Chess Federation Code of Ethics and will be dealt with under the provisions of the CAWA Disciplinary Procedures Policy Statement.

3. CONSUMPTION OF ALCOHOL  AND INTOXICATION

Players may not consume alcohol while participating in any tournament conducted under the auspices of the Chess Association of Western Australia.

Players may not participate in any tournament conducted under the auspices of the Chess Association while intoxicated.

Any player, spectator, coach or official deemed to be either consuming alcohol or intoxicated will be regarded as being in breach of the Australian Chess Federation’s Code of Ethics and will be dealt with under the provisions of the CAWA Disciplinary Procedures Policy Statement.

