CHESS PLAYERS LOVE A  KINGHUNT
By Vern Stannard

  Chasing your opponents King all around the board to achieve mate is something most players would like to do.

  In the following position White can chase Black to all points of the compass depending on how Black chooses to be mated. Some of the variations are 17 moves long so black has a  myriad ways to defend.

  Playing through the variations you will be required to work out answers to some of black’s moves not included 

  One way this position has been reached is:- 

1.e4 c5, 2.Nf3 Nc6, 3.d4 cxd4, 4.Nxd4 g6, 5.Be3 Nf6, 6.Nc3 Bg7, 7.Bc4 0-0, 8.f3 d6, 9.Bb3 Bd7, 10.Qd2 a5, 11.a4 Nxd4, 12.Bxd4 Be6, 13.0-0-0 Bxb3, 14.cab3 Nd7, 15.h4 Bxd4, 16.Qxd4 Nc5, 17.Kb1 Nxb3, 18.Qe3 h5, 19.g4 hxg4, 20.h5 gxf3, 21.hxg6 fxg6.
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1.Rh8+ Kf7 (1…..Kxh8, 2.Qh6+ mates OR 1…..Kg7, 2.Qh6+ as in game), 2.Qf4+ Kg7  (2…..Ke8, 3.Rxf8+ Kd7, 4.Rxd8+ Rxd8, 5.Nb5 Kc8 

[5…..Nc5, 6.Rxd6+ Kc8, 7.Rd5 Rd7,  8.Na7+ mates 

OR 5…..Ke8, 6.Qg4 Kf7, 7.Qxf3+ Kg7, 8.Qc3+ Kg8 [8…..e5, 9.Qc7+ Kf6, 10.Rf1+ Kg5, 11.Qxd8+ mates], 9.Rh1  Nd4 [9…..Kf7, 10.Rf7+ Ke6, 11.Rxe7+ Kxe7, 12.Qg7+ Ke6, 13.Nc7++], 10.Nxd4 d5, 11.Qg3 Kg7 [11…..Rd6, 12.Qh3 Kf7, 13,Qh8 g5, 14.Rh7+ mates],  12.Qe5+ Kg8, 13.Qh8+ mates

OR 5…..Kc6, 6.Qf7 f2 [6…..Rd7, 7.Qxb3 Rc7, 8.Nxd6 Kd7, 9.Nc8+ mates], 7.Qxe7 Nd2+, 8.Rxd2 f1(Q)+, 9.Ka2, Qc4+, 10.b3 Qxb5, 11.axb5+ Kb3, 12.Qxd8+ mates],
6.Qf7 Nc5 [6…..Rd7, 7.Rc1+ Nc5 [7…..Nxc1, 8.Qc4+ mates], 8.Qe8+ Rd8, 9.Qxe7 Rd7, 10.Rxc5+ dxc5, 11.Qxc5+ mates], 

7.Qxe7 Ne6 [7…..Rd7, 8.Qe8+ Rd8, 9.Nxd6+ Kb8 [9…..Kc7, 10.Nb5+ mates], 10.Qxd8+ Ka7, 11.Nb5+ mates. 

8.Qxe6 Kb8, 9,Qf6 Rc8  [9…..Re8, 10.Qxd6+ mates], 10.Qxd6+ Ka8,11.Qc5 mates), 

IF 2…..Ke6, 3.Qg4+ Kf7 [3…..Kf6, 4.Rh7 Nc5 [4…..f2, 5.e5+ Kxe5 (5…..dxe5, 6.Ne4++), 5.e5+ dxe5 [5…..Kxe5, 6.Re1+ Ne4, 7.Rxe4+ Kf6, 8.Nd5++], 6.Qxf3+ Ke6, 7.Qg4+ Rf5, 8.Qxg6+ Rf6, 9.Qg4+ Rf5, 10.Rh6+ Kf7, 11.Qg6+ Kf8, 12.Rh8++ OR 3…..Rf5, 4.Qxg6+ Rf6 [4…..Kd7, 5.Qxf5+ e6, 6.Rxd6+ Kxd6 7.Nb5+ Kc6 (7…..Kd7, 8.Rxd8+ Kxd8, 9.Qf8+ Kd7, 10.Qf7+ Kd8, 11.Qc7+ Ke8, 12.Nd6+ mates), 8.Qxe6+ Kc5, 9,Qe5+ Kb4 (9…..Kc6+ 10.Rh6+ mates), 10.Qc3+ mates], 5.Qg4+ Kf7, 6.Rh7+ Ke8 [6.Kf8, 7.R(1)h1 Ke8 (7…..e6, 8.Qg7+ mates IF 7…..e4, 8.Nd5+ mates), 8.Rh8+ Rf8, 9.Rxf8+ Kxf8, 10.Qf5+ mates],  7.Nd5 Rf8 [7…..Rg6, 8.Rh8+ Kf7, 9.Qxf3+ Kg7 (9…..Rf6, 10.Qh5+ Ke6 [10…..Rg6, 11.Rf1+ mate],11.Qg4+ Kf7, 12.Rh7+ Kf8, 13.Nxf6 mates), 10.Rh7+ Kxh7, 11.Qf7+ Kh6, 12.Rh1+ Kg5, 13.Qf5++], 8.Qe6 Qc7, 9.Nxc7+ Kd8, 10.Rxe7 mates],
4.Rh7+ Ke8 [4…..Kf6, 5.e5+ Kxe5 [5…..dxe5, 6.Ne4++], 6.Rd5+ Kf6, 7.Ne4++], 

5.Qxg6+ Rf7 [5…..Kd7, 6.Qxd6+ Kc8, 7.Qe6+ Kb8 [7…..Kc7, 8.Nb5+ Kb8, 9.Rxd8+ Rxd8, 10.Qe5+ mates], 8.Rxd8+ Rxd8, 9.Qxe7 Nc5 [9…..Rc8, 10.Qd6+ mates], 10.Qxd8+ Ka7, 11.Qxa5+  Na6, 14.Nb5+ mates], 

6.Qxf7+ Kd7, 7.Rxd6+ Kxd6 [7…..Kc7, 8.Nb5+ Kc8, 9.Qe6+ mates], 8.Qxd5+ Kc7, 9.Nb5+ Kc8 [9…..Kb6, 10.Rh6+  mates], 10.Qe6+ Kb8, 11.Qe5+ Kc8, 12.Rh8 Nd2+, 13.Ka2, Kd7, 14.Qd5+ Kc8, 15.Rxd8++) ,

3.Qh6+ Kf6 [3…..Kf7, 4Rh7+ Ke6 [4…..Ke8, 5.Qxg6+ as before],  5.Qxg6+ Kd7 [5…..Ke5, 6.Rd5+ mates], 6.Qxd6+ etc. 4.Rh7 Qe8 (4…..Nc5, 5.Qf4+ Ke6, 6.Qg4+ Kf6 [6….Ke5, 7.Rd5+ Kf6, 8.Rg5 mates OR 6…..Rf5, 7.Qxg6+ Kd7 [7…..Rf6, 8.Qg4+ mates], 8.Qxd6+ Kc8, 9.Qxd8++], 7.e5+ Kxe5 [7…..dxe5, 8.Qxf3+ Ke6 [8…..Kg5, 9.Rg1++] 9.Qg4+ Rf5 [9…..Kf6, 10.Rf1++], 10.Qxg6+ Rf6, 11.Qg4+ Rf5, 12.Rh6+ Kf7, 13.Qg6+ mates],  8.Rxe1+Ne4, 9.Rxe4 Kf6, 10.Nd5++, 

IF 4…..Rg8, 5.Qf4+ Ke6, 6.Qg4+ Kf6 [6.Ke5, 7.Rd5+ Kf6, 8.e5+ dxe5,Ne4++], 7.e5+ Kxe5,  8.Rd5+ mates, 

IF 4…..Ke6, 5.Qxg6 as before).

 5.Qh4+ Ke6 (5…..g5, 6.Qh6+ Qg6 [6…..Ke5, 7.Rd5+ Kf4, 8.Qxg5++],  7.Nd5+ Ke5, 8.Rxe7+ mates. 

IF 5…..Ke5, 6.Rxe7+ Qxe7, 7.Qxe7+ Kf4, 8.Nd5+ Kg3  [8…..Kg4, 9.Rg1+ mates], 9.Qg5+ Kh2 [9…..Kf2, 10.Qh4+ Ke2 [10…..Kg2, 11.Ne3++], 11.Qe1++], 10.Qh4+ mates)

6.Qh3+ Rf5 (6…..Kf6, 7.e5+ Kg5 [7…..Kxe5 8.Rd5+ Kf4, 9.Rh4+ Ke3, 10.Nd1+ mates], 8.Rg1+ Kf4, 9.Qg4+ Kxe5 [9…..Ke3, 10.Qe4+ mates], 10.Re1+ mates,

IF 6…..Ke5, 7.Rd5+ Kf6, 8,e5+ Kg5, 9.e6+ Kf4, 10.Rh4+ Ke3, 11.Nd1+ mates),

 7.exf5+ Kd7(7…..gxf5, 8.Qh6+ Kd7, 9.Qxd6+ Kc8, 10.Rxe7 mates. IF 7…..Kf6, 8,Nd5+ Ke5, 9,Qg3+ Kxf5, 10.Nxe7+ Qxe7 [10…..Ke4, 11.Rh4+ mates], 11.Qxf3+ Ke3, 13.Re1+ mates, 

IF 7…..Ke5, 8.Rd5+ Kf4, 9.Rh4+ Ke3, 10.Nd1+ mates), 8.f6+ Kc7 (8…..Kc6, 9.Qxf3+ Kb6  [9…..Kc7, 10.Rxe7+ Qxe7, 11.Nb5+ Kd8, 12.fxe7+ Ke8, 13.Qf8+ mates OR  9…..Kc5, 10.Qxb7 Rc8 [10.Qc6, 11.Rd5+ mates], 11.Rd5+ Kc4, 12.Rh4+ mates OR 9…..d5, 10.Qxd5+ Kb6, 11.Qxb3+ mates), 

10.Rxd6+ Qc6 [10…..Kc5, 11.Ne4+ Kb4, 12.Qc3+ Kxa4, 13.Qc4++ OR 10.Kc7, 11.Rxe7+ Qxe7, 12.Nb5+ Kc8 [12.Kb8, 13.fxe7 mates], 13.Qh3+ Kb8, 14.Qh8+ mates OR  10.Ka7, 11.Qe3+ Kb8, 12.fxe7 Nd4 [12.Ra6, 13.Rd8+ Kc7, 14.Nb5+ Qxb5, 15.e8(Q)+ mates}, 13.Qe5 Kc7 [13…..Nc6, 14.Rxc6+ mates and 13…..Ka7, 14.Qc5+ Kb8, 15.Rd8+ mates],14.Nd5+ Kc8 [14.Kb8, 15.Ra6+ Kc8, 16.Nb6++], 15.Nb6+ Kb8 [15…..Kc7, Re6++],  16.Rd8+ Ka7, 17.Qxa5++]. 

11.Qe3+ Nc5 [11…..Kc7, 12.Rxe7+ Qxe7, 13.Nb5+ mates],

12.Nd5+ Ka7  [12…..Ka6, 13.Rxc6 bxc6, 14.Qxf5 Rb8, 15.Qxc6+ Ka7, 16.Rxe7+ mates], 

13.Rxc6 Re8, 14.Qxc5+ Kb8, 15.Ra6 bxa6, 16.Qb6+ mates),

 9.Rxe7 Qxe7 (9…..Kb6  [9…..Kc6, 10.Qxf3+ Kc5 [10.Kb6, 11.Rxb7+ Ka6, 12.Rxd6+ mates OR 10…..d5, 11.Qxd5+ Kb6, 12.Qxb3+ mates], 11.Qd5+ Kb4 [11…..Kb6, 12.Qxb3+ Kc5, 13.Ne4+ mates], 12.Na2+ mates], 10.Rxd6+ Kc5

 [10…..Ka7, 11.Nb5+ Qxb5, 12.axb5 Nd2+ 13.Ka2 Rd8, 14.Ra6+ mates],
11.Ne4+ Kc4 [11…..Kb4, 12.Rxb7+ mates], 

12.Qxf3 Nd2+, 13.Nxd2+ Kc5, 14.Qa3++),

 10.Nb5+ Kd8 (10…..Kb6 [10…..Kb8, 11.Qh8+ mates OR 10…..Kc6, 11.Qxf3+ Kb6 [11…..Kd7, 12.Qxb7+ Ke6, 13.Re1+ Kxf6, 14.Qxe7+ mates OR 11…..Kc5, 12.fxe7 Rc8, 13.Qc3+ Kb6, 14.Rxd6+ Rc6, 15.e8(Q)+ mates], 12.fxe7 Rc8, 13.Qf2+ Nc5, 14.e8(Q) Rc7, 15.Rxd6+ Rc6, 16.Qb8 mates], 

11.fxe7, Re8 11…..Nd4, 12.Rxd4 Ka6 [12…..Re8, 13.Rxd6+ Kc5, 14.Qh4+ mates], 13.Rxd6+ b6, 14.Qd7 mates], 12.Rxd6+ Kc5, 13.Qe6 Kb4 [13…..Rxe7, 14.Rd5+ mates OR 13…..f2, 14.Qe5+ mates], 14.Qe4+ Kc5,15.Rd5+ Kc6, 16.Qg6++), 

11.fxe7+ Kxe7,  12.Re1+ Kf6 (12…..Kf7, 13.Qh7+ Kf8 [13…..Kf6, 14.Qe7+ Kf5, 15.Nxd6+ Kg4, 16.Rg1+ mates], 14.Qh8+ Kf7, 15.Nxd6++ IF 12…..Kf8, 13.Qh8+ mates. IF 12…..Kd8, 13.Qh8+ Kd7, 14.Qg7+ Kc6, 15.Qc7+ Kd5, 16.Qxd6+ Kc4, 17.Na3++),

 13.Qh4+ g5 (13…..Kf5, 14.Nxd6++ IF 13…..Kf7, 14.Re7+ mates), 14.Qh6+ Kf5  (14…..Kf7, 15.Nxd6+ Kg8, 16.Qg6+ mates), 15.Nxd6+ Kf4 (15…..Kg4, 16.Rg1+ mates), 16.Qh2+ Kg4, 17.Re4++.

